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Important

Because KISS uses real texts for sentences, many exercises include advanced constructions that have not been explained in the instructional material. Louie puts words that students are not expected to explain in small bold fonts. In the AK books all words are explained. The Code and Colors document will help you with all the codes used in all answer key books so you will be ahead of your students.

You can get the document at: 

https://WWW.kissgrammar.org/AK_Codes_Teachers.doc
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An Introduction to the KISS Approach to Grammar

How KISS and this Book Work 
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Hello, I’m Dr. Vavra. I thank you for trying KISS Grammar. (The picture in the students’ book is clip-art, but it has a resemblance to me when I was forty years younger.) 

The objective of this “One-Year” series is to enable students to understand and be able to analyze most main and subordinate clauses in anything they read or write. Each book contains sixty exercises half of which are marked “Skip?” (Some students will only need the exercises that are not so marked.) Each book is marked for two grade levels. That means that this book can be used over two years. For the first year they could do all thirty exercises through Unit Four, and in the next year Units Five through Nine. I’m very interested in your comments about this—mailto:evavra@kissgrammar.org. 

A Psycholinguistic Model of How the Human Brain Processes Language

This “Psychological Model” is a main base of KISS Grammar. I don’t any other grammar that has such model. Among other things it enables KISS to support alternate explanations. For example, in the sentence:

Ants gather food (DO) {for the winter}.

Some people will process “for the winter” as an adjective to “food”; others, as an adverb to “gather.” I certainly will not reject either explanation. You can get the model at

https://www.kissgrammar.org/PLModel/Int000.htm 
You may want to share it with students.

This series is designed to give students a mastery of clauses in one perhaps two years. Each student’s book has identical instructional materials, but (with a few exceptions like “Mama Skunk”) the students’ exercises are taken from age appropriate texts. In Unit 8, Advanced Constructions, all the exercises are marked “Skip?” You may want to skip the entire unit and use earlier exercises marked “Skip?” instead. That particularly goes for the exercises on “Noun Absolutes” (U8, Ex. 5 and 6). In searching for noun absolutes that function as adverbs, I found perhaps one or two in an entire book. 
Unit 1 - Identifying Subjects, Verbs, Complements & Compounds
Note: The students are expected to identify complements as (C}, but here I identified them by type. Therefore, anything that is labeled “DO,” “IO,” “PN,” or “PA” is a complement.
Single Word Verbs

U1, Ex .1 - From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 
1 {Except on the crown} {of the head}, [Adj. to “head” which was raggedly bald (PA)], he had stiff, black hair (DO), standing [V Give Adj. to “hair”] jaggedly all {over it}. ]] |
2. “I am almost sure (PA) [Adv. (condition) to “sure” it was you (PN)].” |
3. Carton was the first stranger (PN) [Adj. to “stranger” {to whom} (IO) little Lucie held out her chubby arms (DO)], | and he kept his place (DO) {with her} [Adv. (time) to “kept” as she grew]. |
4. “What is the matter (PN)?” [Inj. asked the passenger, then, {with mildly-quavering speech}]. | “Who wants me (DO)? | Is it Jerry (PN)?” |
5. “I naturally have a strong and eager interest (DO) to know [V Inj. Adj. to “interest”] [DO what (PN) they are].” |
6. “Are you a subject (PN) {for the mad-hospital}?” [Inj said the wine-shop keeper]. |
7. [Adv. (condition) was” Though the earth was cold (PA) and wet (PA),] the sky was clear (PA), | and the sun rose bright (PA), placid (PA), and beautiful (PA). |
“Sun rose” is a palimpsest pattern in which “rose” is written over “was.” For more on this, see Unit Four, Exercises five and six.
The “Though” clause carries across the main clause break, because it explains conditions under which one would not expect the conditions in both main clauses. 
8. “I ask you (IO) to believe [V Inf. DO] [DO that he has a heart (DO) [Adj. to “heart” he very, very seldom reveals]], and [DO that there are deep wounds (PN) {in it}].” |
9. That time passed, | and her little Lucie lay {on her bosom}. |
U1, Ex 2. From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
1. Giovanni, [Adj. to “Giovanni” who had but a scanty supply (DO) {of gold ducats} {in his pocket},] took lodgings (DO) {in a high and gloomy chamber} {of an old edifice}. |
2. “*You* Give me (IO) thy breath (DO), my sister [DirA],” [Inj exclaimed Beatrice]; [Adv. (purpose) to “Give” “for I am faint (PA) {with common air}]. |
For “DirA” see Unit 2, Exercises 6 and 7.

3. They were probably the result (PN) {of experiment}. |
4. “Yes; I am Giovanni Guasconti (PN). | You are Professor Pietro Baglioni (PN).” |
5. It is {of an Indian prince} [Adj. to “prince” who sent a beautiful woman (DO) {as a present} (to Alexander the Great} (IO)]. |
6. “Am I awake (PA)? | Have I my senses (DO)?|” [Inj said he {to himself} (IO)]. |
7 “There are certain grave objections (PN) {to his professional character}.” |
8. “Has my friend Giovanni [App] any disease (DO) {of body or heart}, [Adv. (purpose) to “Has” that he is so inquisitive (PA) {about physicians}?”] [Inj said the professor, {with a smile}]. |
“App” indicates an appositive. See Unit 8, Exercise 1.

9. The Lombard sunshine was as cheerful (PA) {as that} [to the previous “as”] {of southern Italy}. |
10. The truth is, [PN our worshipful Doctor Rappaccini has {as much science} {as any member} {of the faculty}]. |
“Helping” Verbs of Time Tenses—A Note for Teachers

In more than forty years of teaching writing at the college level I have never seen (and only heard of one) person’s problem with tense that a table of the various tenses can clarify. If you want a table of the various tenses, click here for the conjugation of “to discover”:  (http://kissgrammar.org/kiss/wb/G04/IM_Verb_Conj_Discover.htm.  I have, however, seen several examples of “tense shift.” These problems are almost always a sudden confusing shift from past to present, future to present, etc. For now, therefore, the KISS perspective on tense is mainly to enable students to understand what “tense” means and to be able identify all the words in “past,” “present,” and “future tenses.

U1, Ex. 3 - From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

P(ast) N(ow Present) F(uture)

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1 She hated [P] to see [V Inf. DO] things [S] *to be* [V Ellipsed Infinitive (DO)] half done [V Give. PA to “to be”]; | but she had been [P] {at that} [Adv. (time) to “had been” when the team {from town} stopped [P] to get [V Inf. Adv.(purpose) to “stopped”] Mr. Hale (DO)]. |
For the ellipsed infinitive, see Unit 4, Exercise 7.

2. {“By the way,”} [Inj. he said [P] ,] “has [P to N] anything (DO) been moved [V Give.Adj. to “anything”] ?” |
In Unit 8, Exercise 6, students will learn that “anything been moved” can be processed as a noun absolute that functions as the direct object of “has.”

3. “{Of course} [Inj] Mrs. Peters is [N] one (PN) {of us},” [Inj. he said [P]]. |
4 “She used to wear [P] pretty clothes (DO) and be [P] lively (PA).” |
The “and” makes the tense of “be” match that of “used to wear.”

5. “Women are used to worrying [P to N] {over trifles}.” |
6. “I suppose [N] [DO anything [Adj. to “anything” Mrs. Peters does [P to F]]’ll be [F] all right (PA)?”] [Inj. the sheriff inquired [P] ]. |
7. “I’m going to stay [N to F] here awhile {by myself},” [Inj. the county attorney suddenly announced [P]]. |
8. She was going to knot [P] it (DO).” |
9. “All the rest {of them} have been [P-N] so nice (PN) and even (PN).” |
10. The thing [Adj. to “thing” she remembered [P] {about Mrs. Peters}] was [P] [PN that she didn’t [N-P] seem {like a sheriff’s wife}]. |
11. “Now, just what (DO) will [F] I take?” |
12. “No, it’s [N] strange (PA),” [Inj. breathed [P] Mrs. Peters]. |
U1, Ex 4 - From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
1. Why did you come {to France}? |
2. He will be judged {at Paris}. |
3. I have to pass the night (DO) {at Tellson’s}. |
4. I am going to send you (DO) on {to Paris}, {under an escort}. |
5. The fallen King {of France} had been {upon his throne} {in all his glory}. |
6. Mr. Attorney-General had to inform the jury (IO), [DO that the prisoner {before them} was old (PA) {in the treasonable practices}]. |
7. Jerry has been my bodyguard (PN) {on Sunday nights} {for a long time past} | and I am used {to him}. |
“Past” is a post-positioned adjective to “time.” See Unit 8, Ex.1 for more on this. Although I have been analyzing sentences for forty years, this is my first case of a post-positioned adjective within a prepositional phrase.

8. “I have been {in the streets} {from the first}, | nothing has stopped me (DO), | I will tear you (DO) {to pieces}, | but I will have you (DO) {from that door},” [Inj said Madame Defarge]. |
9. His shirt was open (PA) {at the throat}, [Adv. (manner) to “open” as it used to be [Adv. (time) to “used to” when he did that work (DO)]]. |
10. “He is going to pay the forfeit (DO); | it will be paid {in five minutes} more. |
11. Charles had had to pay heavily {for his bad food}, and {for his guard}. |
Modal Helping Verbs- Note to Teachers

Different grammars include different verbs in the category “Modal.” Our objective is to help students identify all the verbs in verbs phrases, so you might want to reinforce my statement in the instructional material to the effect that they do not need to remember the word “modal.”

U1, Ex.5 – From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
Sentences five and six were made up because “dare” and “shall” are not the text.

1 She said [DO the fire would go out] and [DO her jars might burst]. |
2. “I don’t think [DO we ought to touch things (DO)],” [Inj. Mrs. Peters said]. |
3. She hoped [DO he would tell this (DO) straight and plain, and not say unnecessary things (DO) [Adj. to “things” that would just make things [S] *to be* [V Ellipsed Inf. DO] harder (PA) {for Minnie Foster} (IO)]]. |
“Straight” and “plain” can be processed as adverbs to “tell,” or as post-positioned adjectives. (See Unit 8, Exercise 1.) For the ellipsed “to be” see Unit 4, Exercise 7.

4. They had gone {up a little hill} and could see the Wright place (DO) now. |
5. “Did she dare to strangle her husband (DO)?” |
“To strangle” can also be processed as an infinitive that functions as the direct object of “Did dare.”

6. Shall they find evidence (DO) [Adj. to “evidence” that she killed her husband (DO)]? |
7. I thought [DO I might— need help (DO)]. |
8. She added, almost bitterly: [DO “I should think [DO she would’ve wanted a bird (DO)]]!” |
 9. “But she must have had a bird (DO) | — or why would she have a cage (DO)?” |
10. “You can send Frank (DO) out {for me} (IO), [Inj. can’t you]?” [Inj. he asked the sheriff (IO)]. |
11. “She may never know [DO whether it was broke or not].” |
U1, Ex 6- From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
1 Their escape might depend {on the saving} {of only a few seconds}. |
2. “Why [Inj.] , it’s {on the tip} {of your tongue}. | It ought to be, | it must be, | I’ll swear [DO it’s there].” |
3. I had better see her. | She must have told his brother (IO). |
The instructional states that “better” is part of the verb phrase, but KISS accepts it as an adverb.

4. I must see Lorry (DO). | It would seem to be [V. Inf. Adv. (how) to “seem”] always the same question (PN). |
5. No man could have said any more (DO) [Adv. (comparison) to “more” than Mr. Jarvis Lorry could]. |
6. My darling [DirA], he shall be restored (P) {to you} (IO) {within a few hours}. |
(P) after a verb means that it is a passive voice. For more see Unit 8, Exercise 2.

7. I dare not confide {to him} (IO) the details (DO) {of my projects}. |
8. Why need you tell me (IO) what (DO) [Adj. to “what” I have not asked]? |
9. “[Adv. (condition) to “don’t” If I should prowl {about the streets} a long time [NuA]], *you* don’t be uneasy (PA); | I shall reappear {in the morning}.” |
10. “What (DO) have YOU got to do [V Inf. DO] {with it}, then, [Adv. (condition) to “You got” if a person may inquire]?” |
11. “Can you identify him (DO) {as your fellow-passenger}?” |
12. “He may not have known {of it} beforehand,” [Inj. said Mr. Lorry]. |
“You” and “There” as Subjects: A Note for Teachers

In sentences such as “There are five men in the woods,” traditional grammars explain “There” as an “expletive” and they consider “men” as the subject. In KISS, the “expletive” concept is not needed (Keep It Simple.) because modern linguistics has shown that “There” can be explained as the subject and “men” as a predicate noun in an S/V/PN pattern. 

I have been asked how KISS deals with subject/verb agreement questions if it considers “there” as the subject. The answer to this is quite simple. It only appears in the S/V/PN pattern in which the complement always has to equal the subject. Thus, if the complement is plural, the verb must be also.
U1, Ex. 7 - From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain [AK]
https://archive.org/details/mydbutasalitera00twaigoog/page/n195/mode/2up
Some of these sentences are difficult. If I had searched a novel, I would have easier sentences.
1. “There’s plenty (PN) {of watermelons}, | but the Chamberlain referred him (DO) {to the First Lord} {in Waiting}, | and there was some more thinking [V Ger PN] | and not one {of all those soldiers} ought to have died.” |
2. “*You* Suppose [DO you wanted to ask [V Inf. DO] a pretty large favor (DO) {of the cat’s-meat man}].” |
3. All the talk was {about this awful disaster} (PA), | and there was general depression (PN), [Adv. (cause) to “was” for few had hope (DO). |
4. “*You* Send him (IO) a letter (DO). | I never thought {of it} {till this minute}.” |
5. “I’ll bet [DO it ain’t]. | *You* Tell me (IO), [DO how would you send it (DO)?]”

6. {For weeks} the army had been wasting away {with a plague} {of dysentery}, that scourge [App. to “dysentery”] {of the soldier}, | and there was but little help (PN). |
7. “*You* Send {for the assassins} again, | and *you* let us [S] get [V Inf. DO] over {with it}.” |
The “us” is the subject of the infinitive “get” and “over with it” are adverbs to “get.” The entire “get” phrase is the direct object of “let.” For more on this, see Unit 5, Exercise 1.

8. “*You* Don’t [DO you fret]: | there’s more (PN) {than one way} to skin [V Inf. Adv. to “one”] a cat (DO). |
For more on verbals as adjectives or adverbs, see Unit 5, Exercise 3.
9. But the Chamberlain referred him (DO) {to the First Lord} {in Waiting}, | and there was some more thinking [V Ger PN]. |
For more on verbals as subjects or complements, see Unit 5, Exercise 1.
10. “This is another lie (PN). | Pray *you* go on.” |
For the function of “Pray” see Google.
Apostrophes for Contractions
U1, Ex. 8 - From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]

1. I can’t say [DO that I mean to do [V Inf. DO] it (DO)]. | I suppose so (DO). | I don’t know. | _can not _____do not___
2. So now let’s look [V Inf. DO] {at you}. | _____let us_________
The “s” after “let” means “us” and thus it is the subject of the infinitive.

3.  “That’s a Blazing strange answer (PN),” [Inj.said he, {at his hoarsest}]. |_That is
4. What’s it (PN) about? | __________What is_________________________ 

5. *You* Come on {at a footpace}! | d’ye mind me (DO)? | _________do you___
6. I’d catch hold (DO) {of your throat} and choke you (DO) {for half a guinea}. | I would
7. I do it (DO) [Adv. (cause) to “do” because it’s politic (PA)]; | I do it (DO) {on principle}. | _____it is___

8. *You* Don’t shrink {from anything} [Adj. to “anything” I say]. | ____Do not_
9. I suppose [DO they’ll be trying Forgeries (DO) this morning [NuA]]? | __they will be_
10. Who’s your pretty witness (PN)? | ______Who is_________________

The Subjunctive Mood 
U1, Ex. 9. - From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
This is a difficult exercise. Some subjunctives (“were he here”) are simple, but to explain others can give a headache. You might want your students see all the subjunctives that look like a subject/verb agreement problem—“it were”

1. Beatrice’s rich voice came forth [Adv. (manner) to “came” as it were {like a gush] {of music}]. | Her voice may sound like something else.

2. [Adv. (condition) to “fancied” Be that [Adv. (comparison) to “Be”as it might,]] he fancied [DO that [Adv. (time) to “grew” and “fell” while Beatrice was gazing {at the insect} {with childish delight}], it grew faint (PA) and fell {at her feet}]! |
It may be like Hamlet’s “to be or not to be. Out of context we don’t know what “that” means.

3. “That might well be the case (PN), [Adv. (condition) to “be” if I were as much altered {as yourself}].” |
If he was not altered like the person being speaking to, the case might be different
4. A little gurgling sound made him [S] feel [V Inf. DO] [Adv. (condition) to “made” as if a fountain were an immortal spirit (PN), [Adj. to “spirit” that sung its song (DO) unceasingly]]. |  He may have felt something else.

5. [Adv. (condition) to “could tell” If he were here,] he could tell you (IO) many strange and interesting facts (DO). | He is not here.

6. Blessed (PA) are all simple emotions, [Adv. (condition) to “all” be they dark (PA) or bright (PA)]! | They can be dark or bright.

7. It was dead (PA)!— {from no cause} [Adj. to “cause” that he could discern, [Adv. (condition) to “ discern” unless it were the atmosphere (PN) {of her breath}]]. | Her breath might be the cause.

Prozeugma: Ellipsis in S/V/C Patterns

U1, Ex.10 - From The Master of Ballantrae [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/cu31924075754287/page/n5/mode/2up 
1. The road brought you (DO) {to a desert place} {among ruins}: [Adj. to “place” where was a door {in a hillside},] and [Adj. to “place” where hard {by the door} *was* a misbegotten pine].|
2. These paths were {in ordinary times} entirely desert (PN); | but the country was now up, | the tribes *were* {on the warpath}, | the woods *were* full (PA) {of Indian scouts}. |
3. We were nine days [NuA] making [V Ger NuA] our port (DO), | so light (PA) were the airs [Adj. to “airs” we had to sail on], | so foul (PA) *was* the ship’s bottom. |
Some people probably process “making” part of the finite verb—“were making.”

4. Sometimes, [Adv. (condition) to “overhear” if the way was steep (PA)] and [Adv. (condition) to “overhear” *if* the wheels *were* turning slowly,] I would overhear the voices (DO) {from within}. |
5. So we separated | —she *walked* downstairs {to [OP where a little light glimmered {in the hall door}]}, | I *skipped* {along the passage} {to my lord’s room}. |
6. He got {into his boots}, | and Miss Alison *got* {into her riding-coat}. |
7. {On the one hand} was an ancient Roman tomb; | {on the other} *was* a deserted house {in a garden} {of evergreen-trees}. |
8. The captain, McMurtrie [App], was a silent, absorbed man (PN) {with the Glasgow or Gaelic accent}; | the mates *were* ignorant, rough seafarers (PN). |
[App] means appositive. For more, see Unit 8, Exercise 1.

Just for Fun

U1, Ex. 11 Puns  [AK] Skip?
1. Sweet potatoes? | I yam impressed (P)! |
“Sweet potatoes” is a fragment. The (P) means that the verb is in passive voice.
2. The hot dog vendor answered, {with a tone (OP) quite frank}. |
See Unit 8, Exercise 1 for “frank” that functions as a Post-Positioned Adjective.

3. {Inside a hot dog factory} you never sausage a sight (DO) before. |
“saw such”?

4. Why was the orange sad (PA)? | He had peelings {for the apple}. |
5. [Adv. (condition) to “am staying” If you are [PN what (DO) you eat,]] I’m staying away {from the nuts}! |
6. He told me [DO he could eat a 32 ounce steak (DO)], | but I found that [S] *to be* hard (PA) to swallow [V Inf. Adv. to “hard”]. |
See Unit 4, Exercise 7 for the ellipsed *to be* 

7. [Adv. (time) to “could stake” and “claim” When news [DO that a meat shipment was coming] reached the gold rush (DO)], you could stake your claim (DO) and then claim your steak (DO). |
8. Where do pancakes live? | They live {in a flat}. |
9. Rocky Road chocolate is best served (P) stone [NuA] cold (PA). |
“Cold” is in a palimpsest pattern. See Unit 4, Exercise 5.

10. “*You* Have some chocolate covered cherries (DO),” [Inj. she said cordially]. |
11. {Inside a hot dog factory}, you never sausage a sight (DO) before. |
“saw such”?

12. There was a fight (PN) {in the candy store}. | Two suckers got licked (P). |
13. [Adv. (condition) to “could spell” If you leave alphabet soup (DO) {on the stove} and go out], it could spell disaster (DO). |
14. {As a fruit}, oranges are very a-peeling (PA). |
Unit 2 – More about S/V/C Patterns
Unit 2 - Nouns, Pronouns, Adjectives, and Adverbs +
Identifying Nouns, and Pronouns
U2, Ex. 1 – “The Unfaithful Watchman” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/oldfriendsnewfab00morrrich 
A young Rook [N] sat {upon the topmost branches [N OP]} {of a hollow tree [N OP]}, and grumbled [Adv. (cause) to “sat” because his [Adj. to “Rook”] companions [N] had chosen him [S] [Prn to “Rook”] to keep [V Inf. DO] guard [N] (DO) [Adv. (time) to “to keep” while they [Prn to “companions”] fed {in a potato-field [N OP] near by [PPA]}]]. | 
 “PPA” means “Post Positioned Adjective.” See Unit 8, Exercise 1.

“There [N] is no danger [N] (PN) to be seen [V Inf. Adj. to “danger”],” [Inj said the young Rook [N], looking [V Ger. NuA: See U5, Ex. 3] this way [N] (NuA) and that way [N] (NuA)]. | 

“NuA” means “Noun Used as a Adverb.” For more, see Unit 2, Exercises 6 and 7.

“Why should I [Prn to “Rook”] stay here? | I [Prn to “Rook”] can watch as well [Adv. (comparison) to “can watch” while I [Prn to “Rook”] am eating.” | And he [Prn to “Rook”] flew down {into the field [N] (OP)}. | Scarcely had he [Prn. to “Rook”] left his post [N] (DO), [Adv. (time) to “left” when two men [N] {with guns [N] (OP)} crept out {of the hollow tree [N] (OP)}, and shot many [N] (DO) {of the rooks [N] (OP)} [Adv. (time)  to “shot” as they [Prn to “rooks”] rose to fly [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “rose”] away]]. | The Watchman [N] escaped {with the rest [N] (OP)}, | but [Adv. (time) to “turned” when the rooks [N] had reached a place [N] (DO) {of safety [N] (OP)},] they [Prn to “rooks”] turned {upon their unfaithful companion [N] (OP)}, and, {after pecking [N V Ger OP] him [Prn to “companion”] (OP)} and {*after* plucking [N V Ger OP] out his feathers [N] (DO)}, drove him [Prn to “companion”] (DO) {from the rookery [N] (OP)} wounded (PPA) and ashamed (PPA). | For “PPA” see Unit 8, Exercise 1.
Neglect [N] {of Duty [N] (OP)} Leads 
{to Unhappiness [N] (OP) and Dishonor [N] (OP). |
U2, Ex. 2 - “The Hedgehog and the Mole” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/oldfriendsnewfab00morrrich 
A Hedgehog, [Adj. to “Hedgehog” who [Prn. to “Hedgehog”] was growing old (PA) and blind (PA),] found [DO that he [Prn to “Hedgehog”] could no longer obtain {for himself [Prn to Hedgehog]} (IO) food (N DO) enough [N#1] to satisfy [V Inf. Adv. to “enough”] appetite (N DO).] | So he [Prn. to “Hedgehog”] asked a young Mole [N IO/S N#2] to go [V Inf. DO] {into partnership} {with him}. | “We [Prn to “Hedgehog” and “Mole”] can live together {at the foot} {of the hollow tree},” [Inj. said he [Prn. to “Hedgehog”] ]. | “You [Prn. to “Mole”] can help me [Prn to Hedgehog IO] {in hunting [V Ger. OP] {for food}, | and I [Prn. to “Hedgehog”] will help you (IO) [Prn. to “Mole”] {by putting [V Ger. OP] up my prickles (DO) [Adv. (condition) to “will help” if an enemy attacks us (DO) [Prn to “Hedgehog” and “Mole”]].” | “Agreed!” (DO) replied the Mole, [Adj. to “Mole” who [Prn. to “Mole”] thought [DO it [Prn to “to have” N#3] would be useful (PA) to have [V Inf. Del Subject N#3] a friend (DO) and protector (DO)]]. || {For a time} all went well. | But one day [NuA] the Hedgehog, being displeased [V Give Adj. to “Hedgehog”] {with his share} {of the dinner}, put up [N#4] his prickles (DO) and stuck them [Prn. to “prickles”] {into the Mole}. | Then the Mole broke the friendship (DO). | “For,” [Inj said he [Prn. to “Mole”],] “[Adv. (condition) to “shall know” if I [Prn. to “Mole”] am your enemy (PN)], I [Prn. to “Mole”] shall {at least} know what (DO) to expect [V Inf. Adj. to “what”].” |
A Prickly Temper is
ILL (PA) TO LIVE [V Inf. Adv. to “ILL”] {WITH [N#5]}. |
1. “Enough” can also be processed as an adjective.
2. “Mole” is both the indirect object of “asked,” and the subject of the infinitive “to go.” The entire infinitive phrase is the direct of “asked.”

3. For “to have” and Delayed Subjects, see Unit 8, Exercise 4.

4. “Up” can be processed as an adverb or part of the verb. See Unit 3, Exercise 3 on “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”

5. This preposition has an ellipsed object—“Prickly Temper.”

Identifying Adjectives and Adverbs - A Note to Teachers

You may have noted that KISS does not define adverbs as often ending in “-ly.” In working with KISS, you’ll find that some adjectives end in “-ly”—“friendly,” “lovely.” And many adverbs do not end in it—“not,” “never,” “once,” “then,” etc.

The KISS approach to adjectives and adverbs is very important. Most prepositional phrases also function as adjectives and adverbs, and students will make the distinction in the same way as they do with one-word adjectives and adverbs. The same goes for adjectival and adverbial clauses and with many verbals.

U2, Ex. 3- From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain [AK]

You might review this exercise by having students take turns. (If you collect and score them, you probably will lose your mind, as I do making the “AK” them.)
https://archive.org/details/mydbutasalitera00twaigoog/page/n195/mode/2up
1. I intimately [A to “know”] know the [J to “friend”] Director-General’s [J to “friend”] nearest [J to “friend”] friend (DO to “know”). | 
2. “You have lost three [J to “months] months [NUA Adv to “have lost”] quite [A to unnecessarily] unnecessarily [Adv. to “have lost].” |
3. It had such [A to “had”] an [J to “sound”] assured J to “sound”] and confident J to “sound”] sound (PN) [Adv. (result) to “such” that it made an [J to “impression] impression (DO)], | and Jimmy asked gravely [A to “asked”]: [DO “Do you know the [J to Emperor”] Emperor (DO)?”] |
4. The [J to “Emperor”] Emperor was a [J to “man”] profane [J to “man”] and passionate [J to “man”] man (PN), | and he deluged the [J to “man”] doctors (DO) {with rugged [J to “names”] and unfamiliar J to “names”] names (OP) }. |
5. Lightly [A to “tiptoed”] and swiftly [A to “tiptoed”] the [J to “page”] page tiptoed his [J to “way”] way (DO) to his dear and worshiped friend the Master. |
6. “Oh [Inj.], [Adv. (condition) to “should love” if you only [A to “could”] could, Tommy [App to “you”] ,] I should love you (DO) forever [A to “should love”]!” |
7. No [J to “feature”] feature {of his [J to “face”] sable [J to “face”] face} was distinguishable [J to “face”] {except his [J to “eyes”] lively [J to “eyes”] eyes}.]|
8. The [J to “page”] page, his [J to “darling”] darling [App to “page”], was fanning the [J to “flies”] flies (DO) away [A to “flies”] and crying softly [J to “crying”]. |
9. I have personally [A to “have known”] known millions (DO) and billions (DO) {like you}. |
U2, Ex. 4 –From “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/cu31924021964667/page/n11/mode/2up 
1. A MAN stood {upon a railroad bridge} {in northern Alabama}, looking [V Ger. Adv. to “stood”] down {into the swift water} twenty feet [NuA] below. |
2. Then all {at once}, {with terrible suddenness}, the light {about him} shot upward {with the noise} {of a loud plash}; | a frightful roaring was {in his ears}, | and all was cold (PA) and dark (PA). |
3. Encompassed [V Give. Adj. to “he” with “swung”] {in a luminous cloud}, [Adj. to “cloud” {of which} he was now merely the fiery heart (PN), {without material substance} [to “merely],] he swung {through unthinkable arcs} {of oscillation}, {like a vast pendulum}. |
4. Suddenly he heard a sharp report (DO) | and something struck the water (DO) smartly {within a few inches} {of his head}, spattering [V Ger NuA to “struck”] his face (DO) {with spray}. |
5. {Beyond one} {of the sentinels} nobody was {in sight}; | the railroad ran straight away {into a forest} {for a hundred yards} |
6. He has probably already given the command (DO) to fire [V Inf. Adj. to “command”] {at will}. |
7. He noted the prismatic colors (DO) {in all the dewdrops} {upon a million blades} {of grass}. |
8. The two sentinels fired again, independently and ineffectually. |
Apostrophes Make Nouns into Possessive Adjectives

U2, Ex. 5 - From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
1. [singular] He {at first} supposed [DO that his daughter’s marriage had taken place yesterday]. | ______the marriage of his daughter_______
2. [Adv. (condition) to “can see” If a girl swoons {within a yard or two} (of a man’s nose}], he can see it (DO) {without his glasses}. | __of a nose of a man___
3. He stood {at Mr. Cruncher’s elbow} as negligently [Adv. (comparison) to “stood” as he might have stood {at the Old Bailey itself [App] }]. | ___at the elbow of Mr. Cruncher__
“Itself” is an appositive to “Old Bailey.” See Unit 8, Exercise 1 

[?] "You have no idea (DO) [Adj. to “idea” how such an apprehension weighs {on the sufferers’ minds}]." | ___on the minds of the sufferers______ 

6. [Plural] It was almost morning (PN), [Adv. (time) to “almost” when Defarges’ wine-shop parted {with its last knot} {of customers}]. | ___the wine-shop of the Defarges____________ 

7. [singular] [Adv. (condition) to “must” Whatever might befall,] he must on {to his journey’s end}. | _______to the end of his journey_____________ 

The “on” can be an adverb or part of the verb. See “Unit 3, Exercise 3, “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”

8. He raised his eyes (DO) {to Mr. Lorry’s face}. | ____to the face of Lorry_____

Nouns Used as Adverbs, Direct Address, & Interjections
Notes for Parents and Teachers on “Simple” Interjections
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Many grammar textbooks focus on the definitions of words. They do not really examine sentences. Thus, in most such books you will find a definition of “interjection” similar to that in The Modern Writer’s Handbook by Frank O’Hare and Edward A. Kline (N.Y.: Macmillan, third edition, 1993): 

“A word that expresses emotion and has no grammatical connection
 to the sentence in which it appears.” (627)

There are two basic problems with such definitions. First, the books rarely make clear (or agree on) what words can function as interjections. Second, they overlook the fact that some of the “words” included in the examples are not single words. They are phrases, and, in some cases, complete sentences. 

The Modern Writer’s Handbook gives only a few examples, all of which are single words. So, to get a better perspective, we might consider an older text, The New College Grammar, by Mason Long (N.Y. The Ronald Press, 1935). I chose this text because it neatly addresses “Seven Parts of Speech [That Can Be] Used as Interjections” (321). 

	1. Nouns:
	Nonsense! Goodness!

	2. Pronouns:
	I! Who!

	3. Adjectives
	Good! Fine!

	4. Verbs:
	See! Halt!

	    Infinitives:
	To think! To yield!

	5. Adverbs
	Well! Never!

	6. Prepositions:
	In! Beyond!

	7. Conjunctions:
	If! But!


My point here is simply to suggest that the grammarians disagree among themselves, and I am sure that some will disagree with me. 

U2, Ex. 6 – From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
Dialogue makes some of these sentences very difficult.

1. Every one moved a little [NuA]. |
“2. I said, [DO ‘Ho *you* do, Mrs. Wright [DirA]?’] | It’s cold (PA), [Inj. ain’t it’].” |
3. “But oh [Inj], that was twenty years [NuA] ago.” |
4. “Well [Inj], Mr. Hale [DirA],” [Inj. said the county attorney,] “*you* tell just [DO what happened [Adv. (time) to “happened” when you came here yesterday morning [NuA]]].” |
5. “Why [Inj], I don’t think [DO she minded— one way [NuA] or other [NuA]].” |
The “or” implies “way” after “other.”

6. “Oh [Inj], what (DO) are you doing, Mrs. Hale [DirA]?” [Inj. asked the sheriff’s wife]. |
7. “Did she have a bird (DO), Mrs. Hale? [DirA]” |
8. She had met Mrs. Peters (DO) the year [NuA] before {at the county fair}. |
9. “{Of course} [Inj] they’ve got awful important things (DO) {on their minds},” [Inj. said the sheriff’s wife apologetically]. |
10. “‘Who did this (DO), Mrs. Wright [DirA]?’ [Inj. said Harry].” |
U2, Ex. 7 - From “The Nightingale” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/storiesfromhansa00anderich/page/n8
1. “What (PN) is this?” [Inj said the emperor]. “The nightingale [App]? | Why [Inj], I know nothing (DO) {about it}.” |
The Emperor probably the sees the “nightingale,” so “nightingale” is the answer to “What?” “Why” does not pose a question, so it’s an interjection. “App” means “Appositive” which is explained in Unit 8, Exercise 1
2. Even Death himself [App to “Death”] listened {to the song} and said, [DO “*You* Go on, little nightingale [DirA],] [DO go on!”] |
“Go on” can be processed the verb phrase. See Unit 3, Exercise 3 on “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”

3. The nightingale was to have [V Inf. Adv. to “was”] liberty (DO) to walk [V Inf. Adj. to “liberty”] out twice a day [NuA]. |
4. “Little nightingale [DirA]!” [Inj called the kitchen-maid quite loud,] “our gracious emperor wishes you [S] to sing [V Inf DO] {to him} (IO)!” |
“[Y]ou” is the subject of “to sing,” and “to him” is its indirect object, so the entire infinitive phrase is the direct object of “wishes.”

5. “Oh!” [Inj.] [Inj said a young courtier,] “there we have it (DO). |
6. The music-master got leave (DO) to show [V Inf. Adj. to “leave”] the bird (DO) {to the public} next Sunday [NuA]. |
7. But one evening [NuA] [Adv. or Adj. to “evening” when the bird was singing its best [NuA],] something gave way {inside the bird} {with a “whizz.”} |
For “gave way” (“broke”) see the note for sentence #2.

8. “Music, music!” (DO) shrieked the emperor. | “You precious little golden bird [DirA], sing, sing!” | “[B]ird” functions as direct address and as the subject of “sing.”

9. I brought the tears (DO) {to your eyes} (IO), the very first time [NuA] [Adv. or Adj. to “time” I ever sang {to you} (IO)]. |
10. A poor little maid said, “Oh [Inj] heavens [Inj], the nightingale ?” (DO) |
Unit 3 – Adding Prepositional Phrases

U3, Ex. 1 - From “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/cu31924021964667/page/n11/mode/2up
1. The noose {about his neck} [J to “noose”] was already suffocating him (DO) and kept the water (DO) {from his lungs} [V to “kept”]. |
Some people will process “from his lings” as an adjective.

2. The barrels were inclining slightly backward {against the right shoulder} [V to “backward”]. |
3. The hammer was resting {on the forearm} [V to “resting”] thrown [V Give. to “hammer”] straight {across the chest} [V to “thrown”]. |
4. He knew [DO that he was rising {toward the surface} [V to “rising”]] | —*he* knew it (DO) {with reluctance} [V to “knew”], [Adv. (cause) to “with reluctance” for he was now very comfortable (PA)]. |
5. A fish slid along {beneath his eyes} [V to “slid”] | and he heard the rush (DO) {of its body} [J to “rush”] parting [V Give Adj. to “body”] the water (DO) . | 

(There is no comma after “eyes” in the pdf version.)

6. He wore a mustache (DO) and pointed beard (DO), {but no whiskers} [V to “wore”]. |
7. He unclosed his eyes (DO) and saw again the water (DO) {below him} [J to “water”].|
8. He saw [DO that he had been a long time [NuA] {under water} [J to “time”]]; | he was perceptibly farther {down stream} [V to “farther”]— nearer {to safety} [V to “nearer”]. |       The dash before “nearer” neatly makes a pause that emphasizes the “safety.”
9. The power {of thought} [J to “power”] was restored; | he knew [DO that the rope had broken] and [DO he had fallen {into the stream} [V to “fallen”]]. |
U3 Ex. 2 – From “Endicott and the Red Cross” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat02hawtrich/page/n13/mode/2up
1. The dissensions {between Charles the First and his subjects} [Adj. to “dissensions] were then, and {for several years} [Adv. (time)  to “were”] afterwards, confined (P) {to the floor} [Adv. (where) to “confined] {of Parliament} [Adj. to “floor”]. |
2. The measures {of the King and ministry} [Adj. to “measures”] were rendered (P) more tyrannically violent (PA) {by an opposition} [Adv. (cause) to “were rendered” to “violet”] , [Adj. to “opposition” which had not yet acquired sufficient confidence (DO) {in its own strength} [Adj. to “confidence”] to resist [V Inf. Adj. to “strength” and/or “confidence”] royal injustice (DO) {with the sword} [Adv. (manner) to “to resist”]]. |
3. There is evidence (PN) {on record} [Adj. to “evidence”] [Adj. to “evidence” that our forefathers perceived their danger (DO), but were resolved (P) [Adv. (how?) to “resolved” that their infant country should not fall {without a struggle} [Adv. (condition) to “not”]]]. |
4. {Among the crowd} [Adv. (where) to “were”] were several [Adj. to “several” whose punishment would be life-long (PA)]; some [App to “several”], [Adj. to “some” whose ears had been cropped (P), {like those} [Adj. to “ears”] {of puppy dogs} [Adj. to “those”]]. |
5. [Adv. (condition) to “might” Were such (PA) the custom now,] we might find materials (DO) {for a no less piquant sketch} [Adj. to “materials”] |
The subordinate clause is a subjunctive. See Unit 1, Ex. 9.
6. The folds {of the English banner} [Adj. to “folds”], {with the Red Cross} [Adj. to “banner”] {in its field} [Adj. to “Red Cross”], were flung (P) out {over a company} [Adv. (where) to “were flung”] {of Puritans} [Adj. to “company”]. |
7. But Endicott, {in the excitement} [Adv. (when) to “shook”] {of the moment} [Adj. to “excitement”], shook his sword (DO) wrathfully {at the culprit} [Adv. (where) to “shook”] — an ominous gesture [App. to “shook”] {from a man} [Adj. to “gesture”] {like him} [Adj. to “man”]. |
In this shorter series, I can’t include more on appositives. Most texts explain them as noun in apposition to another noun. But as in this sentence, “gesture” clearly refers to the verb “shook.”

Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?
U3, Ex. 3 From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
	This answer key includes a lot “may” and “can.” There are alternative explanations as an adverb or as a preposition.

This exercise suggests in part why poor readers are poor readers. They can not see what words connect to other words—and how.

You may want to use this exercise after exercises 4 and 5 because they are about embedded prepositional phrases which are underlined. See below.


1. The instant [NuA] [Adj. to “instant” he was aware of the possibility (DO) {of approaching [V Ger. OP] Beatrice (DO)},] it seemed an absolute necessity (PN) {of his existence} to do [V Inf. Adj. to “necessity”] so (DO). |
 “Was aware of” equals “knew,” so it may be processed as the finite verb.

2. He fixed his eyes (DO) {upon Giovanni} {with intentness} [Adj. to “intentness” that seemed to bring out [DO whatever was {within him} worthy [PPA] {of notice}]. |
“To bring out” here means “to reveal,” so “reveal” could replace it. “PPA” is a Post-Positioned Adjective.” See Unit 8, Exercise 1.
3. He spread out his hand (DO) {over them}, {in the attitude} {of a father [S] imploring [V Ger OP] a blessing (DO)} {upon his children}. |
“Put” could replace “spread out,” so here “spread out” can function as a finite verb.

4. The anticipation and memory {of that ecstatic hour} made up the remainder (DO). |          “Filled” can replace “made up,” so . . .

5. They walked on together and came thus {to the marble fountain}. |
 “Continued” can replace “walked on,” so . . . 

6. “Her father,” [Inj. continued Baglioni], “was not restrained {by natural affection} {from offering up [V Ger. OP] his child (DO),} {in this horrible manner} {as the victim} {of his insane zeal} {for science}. |
“Sacrificing” can replace “offering up” as the object of the preposition “from,” so the “up” can be part of the gerund. See Unit 5, Exercise 2. 

7. Some plants crept serpent-like {along the ground}, or climbed on high. |
Here “climbed on” can be replaced by “grew,” so the “on” can be part of the verb phrase.

8. But I [App to the following “I”], dearest Giovanni [DirA],— I grew up and blossomed {with the plant}. |
“Grew up” can be replaced by “matured,” so the “up” can be part of the verb phrase.

9. It is like the breath (PN) {of a flower}; | but I see no flowers (DO) {in the chamber}. |
“Is like” can be replaced with “resembles,” so “like” can be explained as part of the verb phrase.

Embedded Prepositional Phrases - Note for Teachers

These exercises introduce embedding, the major force behind the power and complexity of sentence structure. Not only are phrases embedded in phrases, but subordinate clauses are embedded in main clauses — and into other subordinate clauses. Verbals are embedded in clauses, and some linguists rightly claim that the child’s “The red flower is pretty.” is an embedding of “red” from “The flower is red.” into the sentence “The flower is pretty.” 

Ultimately, it is its focus on embedding that distinguishes KISS from most approaches to grammar. Introducing students at this level to the concept of embedding prepares them for their later work with clauses. Originally, I started this focus with clauses. The idea of teaching embedded prepositional phrases was suggested by Robert Einarsson in his “Embedded and Aligned Phrase Structures,” (Syntax in the Schools, Vol. 11, No.2 (Nov. 94) 10-11). 

U3, Ex. 4 - From “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce [AK]

https://archive.org/details/cu31924021964667/page/n11/mode/2up
1. Keen, poignant agonies seemed to shoot [V Inf. Adv. (how?) to “seemed”] {from his neck} [V to “shoot”] downward {through every fibre} [V to “shoot” or “downward”] {of his body and limbs} [J to “fibre”]. |
2. He was conscious (PA) {of nothing} [V to “conscious”] {but a feeling} [J to “nothing”] {of fullness} [J to “feeling”] — {of congestion} [J to “fullness”]. |
3. Midway [NuA] {of the slope} [J to “Midway”] {between bridge and fort} [J to “slope”] were the spectators— a single company [App to “spectaors”] {of infantry} [J to “company”] {in line} [J to “infantry”], {at “parade rest} [J to “company”],” {with the butts} [J to “company”] {of the rifles} [J to “butts”] {on the ground} [V to “butts”] . |
“App” is an appositive. See more in Unit 8, Exercise 1.

4. A strange, roseate light shone {through the spaces} [V to “shone”] {among their trunks} [J to “spaces”] | and the wind made {in their branches} [V to “made”] the music (DO) {of æolian harps} [J to “music”]. |
5. Peyton Farquhar was dead (PA); | his body, {with a broken neck} [J to “body”], swung gently {from side} [V to “swung”] {to side} [J to “side”] {beneath the timbers} [V to “swung”] {of the Owl Creek bridge} [J to “timbers”]. |
6. The sound {of a clear, high voice} [J “sound”] {in a monotonous singsong} [J to “voice”] now rang out and came {across the water} [V to “came”] {with distinctness} [V to “came”] [Adj. to “distinctness” that pierced and subdued all other sounds (DO), even the beating (DO) {of the ripples} [J to “beating] {in his ears} [J to “ripples]]. |
7. It was attached (P) {to a stout cross-timber} [V to “attached”] {above his head} [J to “cross-timber”] | and the slack fell {to the level} [V to “fell”] {of his knees} [J to “level”]. |
8. He was again looking {into the forest} [V to “looking”] {on the bank} [J to “forest”] {opposite the fort} [J to “bank”]. |
U3 Ex. 5 - From “Endicott and the Red Cross” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat02hawtrich/page/n13/mode/2up 
If case you have forgotten, (P) after a verb indicates that it is in passive voice. Students are often told that they should avoid (sometime not to use) passives. That instruction is useless because most people cannot identify verbs in the first place. I note this here because you can see (below) how Hawthorne often uses passives.

1 He had been travelling {on foot} [Adv. (manner) to “traveling”] {through the swamps} [Adv. (where) to “traveling”] {of the wilderness} [Adj. to “swamps”]. |
2. A token {of the perils} [Adj. to “token”] {of the wilderness} [Adj. to “perils”] was seen (P) {in the grim head} [Adv. (where) to “was seen”] {of a wolf} [Adj. to “head”]. |
3. The grim head {of a wolf} [Adj. to “head”] had just been slain (P) {within the precincts} [Adv. (where) to “had been slain”] {of the town} [Adj. to “precincts”], and {according to the regular mode} [Adv. (manner) to “was nailed”] {of claiming [V Ger. OP] the bounty (DO)} [Adj. to “mode”], was nailed (P) {on the porch} [Adv. (where) to “was nailed”] {of the meeting-house} [Adj. to “porch”]. |
4. {In close vicinity} [Adv. (where) to “appeared”] {to the sacred edifice} [Adj. to “vicinity”] appeared that important engine {of Puritanic authority} [Adj. to “engine”], the whipping-post [App. to “engine”]. |
5. A bubbling fountain gushed {into the sunshine} [Adv. (where) to “gushed”] {about a score} [Adv. (how much) to “gushed”] {of yards} [Adj. to “score”] {from the corner} [Adj. to “yards”] {of the meeting-house} [Adj. to “corner”]. |
6. {At noon} [Adv. (time) to “were displayed”] {of an autumnal day} [Adj. to “noon”], more {than two centuries ago} [Adv. (time) to “more”], the English colors were displayed (P) {by the standard-bearer} [Adv. (cause) to “were displayed”] {of the Salem militia} [Adj. to “standard-bearer”], [Adj. to “militia” which had mustered {for martial exercise} [Adv. (purpose) to “had mustered”] {under the orders} [Adj. to “exercised” or Adv. (cause) to “had mustered”] {of John Endicott} [Adj. to “orders”]]. |
7. The savage lieth {in wait} [Adv. (purpose) to “lieth”] {for us} [Adj. to “wait”] {in the dismal shadow} [Adv. (where) to “lieth”] {of the woods} [Adj. to “shadow”]. |
8. “You are welcome (PA) back again {to our town} [Adv. (where) to “Welcome”] {of peace} [Adj. to “town”].” |
Just for Fun

U3, Ex. 6 - Mama Skunk [AK]
Mama Skunk was worried (P) [Adv. to “was worried” because she could never keep track (DO) {of her two children}]. | They were named (P) In (RPN) and Out (RPN) [#1], | and [Adv. to “was” whenever In was in], Out was out; | and [Adv. to “was” if Out was in], In was out. | One day [NuA] she called Out (DO) in {to her} and told him (IO) [#2] to go [V Inf. DO] out and bring [V Inf. DO] In (DO} in. | So [#3] Out went out | and {in no time} {at all} he brought In (DO) in. | 

“Wonderful!” (DO) said Mama Skunk. | “How, {in all that great forest}, could you find him (DO) {in so short a time}?” | 

It was easy (PA),” [Inj  said Out]. | “In stinct. [#5] “ | 

Notes

1. Technically, these are retained predicate nouns after the passive “were named.” [The active voice version would be “She named them to be In and Out.” For more on this, see KISS Level 5.7 - Passive Voice and Retained Complements.] Here, however, I would expect students to label them simply as complements. If they follow the procedure, they should ask, “They were named what?” The answer to that question is “In” and “Out.” And because “In” and “Out” are the same as (equal) “They,” these complements would be predicate nouns. 

2. “To go” and “bring” are verbals (in this case, infinitives that function as the direct object of “told”). Students will get to distinguishing finite verbs from verbals in KISS Level 2.1.6, so here they are expected to make mistakes. (“In” is the direct object of the verbal “to bring.”) 

3. Alternatively, “So” can be viewed as a coordinating conjunction. See KISS Level 3.2.2 - “So” and “For” as Conjunctions. 

4. KISS Level 3.2.3 - Interjection? Or Direct Object? gives an explanation for this clause structure. 

5. I love the play here with young children’s problems with the past tense of irregular verbs.
Unit 5 - Adding the Five Types of Complements

Unit 4 - Identifying the Five Types of Complements
U4, Ex. 1 – From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1 All [Adj. to “All” he asked] was peace (PN) and quiet (PN). |
2. The women stood close together {by the door}. |
3. [Adv. (time) to “ran” WHEN Martha Hale opened the storm-door (DO) and got a cut (DO) {of the north wind},] she ran back {for her big woolen scarf}. |
4. Mrs. Peters was small (PA) and thin (PA) and didn’t have a strong voice (DO). |
5. “Harry was going to ask her (IO) more questions (DO), | but I said [DO “Maybe that weren’t our business (PN)].” |
6. He stopped and gave her (IO) a keen look (DO). |
7. Harry was Mrs. Hale’s oldest boy (PN). |
8. Mrs. Peters took a step (DO) forward, then stopped. | “I’m not— cold (PA),” [Inj. she said]. |
9. [Adv. (time) to “was” When he began this time [NuA],] it was very deliberately and carefully. |
10. [Adv. (time) to “took” As he asked it (DO)] he took out a note-book (DO) and pencil (DO). |
U4, Ex. 2 - From “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” [AK] Skip

https://archive.org/details/cu31924021964667/page/n11/mode/2up 
1. A piece {of dancing driftwood} caught his attention (DO) | and his eyes followed it (DO) {down the current}. |
2. {At a short remove} {upon the same temporary platform} was an officer {in the uniform of his rank}. |
3. The liberal military code makes provision (DO) {for hanging ]V gerund OP] many kinds (DO)} {of persons}, | and gentlemen are not excluded. |
4. And now he became conscious (PA) {of a new disturbance}. |
5. The baffled cannoneer had fired him (IO) a random farewell (DO). |
6. A sharp pain {in his wrist} apprised him (IO) [DO that he was trying to free [V Inf DO] his hands (DO)]. |
7. Doubtless there was an outpost (PN) farther along. |
8. His eyes were large (PA) and dark gray (PA), and had a kindly expression (DO) [Adj. to “expression” which one would hardly have expected {in one} [Adj. to “one” whose neck was {in the hemp}]]. |
9. [Adv. (time) to “lost” As Peyton Farquhar fell straight downward {through the bridge}] he lost consciousness (DO) and was {as one already dead [PPA]}. |
“Dead” is a post-positioned adjective, the short version – “as one who was already dead.” For more see U8, Exercise 1 on “Appositives and Post-Positioned Adjectives.”

10. The other bank {of the stream} was open ground (PN). |
U4, Ex. 3- From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/mydbutasalitera00twaigoog/page/n195/mode/2up
You may want to add identifying adjectives, adverbs, and prepositions (and their functions) to the directions.

1 “Then the principal assassin, [Adj. to “assassin” who was also the oldest doctor (PN) {in the land} and the most venerable (PA) {in appearance},] answered.” |
2. “I know {by the result}. | The result is perfect proof (PN). |
3. “*You* Sit down and listen, | and I’ll give you (IO) some wisdom (DO).” |
4. The Emperor himself [App] was very melancholy (PA), and sighed and said: [DO “The will {of God} be done]. |
“be done” is in subjunctive mood. (This is in the multi-year series.)
5. “I will now read you (IO) a little tale (DO) [Adj. to “tale” which (DO) I wrote last night [NuA]].” |
6. “Then I wrote him (IO) more elaborately—” |
7. It was a light and very cheap and durable boot (PN), [Adj. to “boot” which would remain dry (PA) {in wet weather}]. |
8. I am very old (PA) and very wise (PA). | You must not argue {with me}: | it is irreverent (PA) and offensive (PA). |
9. They came, and felt his pulse (DO) and looked {at his tongue}, and fetched the drug store (DO) and emptied it (DO) {into him}, and sat down patiently. |
Prepositional Phrases as Indirect Objects - A Note for Teachers

Consider:

They gave Tommy a book.

They gave a book to Tommy.

Most grammar books not consider “Tommy” in the first sentence an indirect object, but the prepositional phrase “to Tommy” in the second sentence means the same as “Tommy” in the first. In KISS, meaning is important, so we consider these prepositional phrases as indirect objects.
U4, Ex. .4 - From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]

1. The prisoner showed these identical lists (DO) {to French gentlemen} (IO) {at Calais} [Adj. to “gentlemen”]. |
2. I had made a bed (DO) {for him} (IO) {on the deck} [Adj. to “bed”] {near the cabin steps} [Adj. to “bed”]. |
3. Monseigneur gave a chivalrous tone (DO) {to things} (IO). |
4. It is {out of the Consolation and restoration) [Adv. to “is”] [Adj. to “It” you have brought {to me} (IO)]. |
5. The door-keeper will pass the note (DO) {to Mr. Lorry} (IO). |
6. A voice called {to the driver} (IO) to stop [V Inf. DO]. |
Verbals, like “Inf”, are the subject of Unit 5.

7. He desired to show [V Inf. DO] a little attention (DO) {to an eminent man} (IO). |
8. Papers and precious matters were this very day[NuA] brought {to us} (IO) here. |
9. A petition was presented {to the King and Queen} (IO). |
10. Mr. Cruncher made the observation (DO) {to his next neighbour} (IO). |
Palimpsest Patterns - A Note to Teachers

The students do not need to remember the term “palimpsest pattern.” The objective should be that the students be able to correctly identify the type of complement. If students follow the KISS directions for identifying the types, they will automatically get the right answers.

Most grammar texts give an incomplete list of “linking” verbs. But their lists will not enable students to analyze like those in these exercises. Other examples are:

The reaped field lay yellow (PA) {in it}. |
It flowed cold (PA) and gray (PA) {in the darkness}. | (Joseph Conrad)
So the Wolf lifted the latch (DO), | and the door flew open (PA). |
I have no idea of how the writers of most textbooks would explain “lay,” “flowed,” or “flew” in these sentences, and the exercises give many more examples. To my knowledge “Palimpsest Patterns” are exclusive to KISS Grammar. The reason for that is that textbooks ignore sentences that include them. If students are going to analyze even just their own writing, the question that these patterns explain will arise. 

U4, Ex. 5 - From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
1. He felt conscious (PA) {of having put [V Ger. OP] himself (DO)}, {to a certain extent}, {within the influence} {of an unintelligible power}. |
2. [DO “Nor are there any (PA),”] replied Giovanni, [Adj. to “Giovanni” who had turned pale (PA)]. |
3. Giovanni grew white (PA) {as marble}, and stood motionless (PA) {before the mirror}. |
4. The spider made a convulsive gripe (DO) {with his limbs} and hung dead (PA) {across the window}. |
5. {For an instant}, the reptile contorted itself (DO) violently, and then lay motionless (PA) {in the sunshine}. |
6. He sent forth a breath (DO) {among them}, and smiled bitterly {at Beatrice}, [Adv. (time) to “smiled” as {at least} a score {of the insects} fell dead (PA) {upon the ground}]. |
7. The aspect {of one and all} {of them} dissatisfied him (DO); | their gorgeousness seemed fierce (PA), passionate (PA), and even unnatural (PA). |
8. The image now held [V Give. to “image”] up {by Professor Baglioni} looked as strange (PA) and incredible (PA) [Adv. (comparison) to the preceding “as” as if it were not {in accordance} {with his own original conception}]. |
I initially underlined “held” as a finite verb, but there is no conjunction before “looked.” 
U4, Ex. 6 - From “A Jury of Her Peers,” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1 “Those towels get dirty (PA) awful quick.” |
2. You don’t enjoy things (DO) [Adv. (time) to “don’t” when you feel shabby (PA)]. |
3. It looked very lonesome (PA) this cold March morning [NuA]. |
4. The women stood motionless (PA) and silent (PA), listening [V Ger. NuA] {to the footsteps}, first {upon the stairs}, then {in the room} {above them}. |
5. “She worried {about [OP when it turned so cold (PA) last night [NuA to “turned”]]}.” |
6. He guessed [DO she was getting scarey (PA) and wanted another woman (DO) along]. |
7. The two women sat motionless (PA), not looking [V Ger. NuA to “sat”] {at each other}. |
8. “I don’t know,” [Inj. returned Mrs. Peters;] [Adv. (condition) to “don’t” “unless it got sick (PA) and died.”] |
9. {After a minute} she said, [DO ‘I sleep sound (PA).’] |
10. [Adv. (time) to “had” “When I had to send Frank (DO) {to Morris Center} {for that man} [Adj. to “man” who went crazy (PA)]]—[Inj. *you* let me [S] tell [V Inf. DO] you (IO) ,] I had my hands [S] *to be* [V Ellipsed Inf. DO] full (PA) yesterday”. |
“Tell” and the ellipsed “to be” are infinitives that function as direct objects with subjects [S] and complements. Unit 4, Exercise 7 focuses on this type of ellipsis.

11. “She’ll feel awful bad (PA), {after all her hard work} {in the hot weather}.” |
A Note for Teachers about Ellipsed *to be*

Many textbooks discuss objective and subjective complements. These two terms always confused me, especially because different books use them with different meanings. KISS eliminates these traditional terms by analyzing the relevant phrases as infinitive (verbal) phrases with the infinitive “to be” ellipsed. This modification is based on the concept of deep and surface structure in transformational/generative grammars. KISS not only reduces the number of concepts that students must deal with, but it also better aligns the grammatical explanations with the meanings of the sentences.
U4, Ex. 7 - From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
You may want to assign only part of this exercise.

1. We find ourselves [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] calm (PA), and even coldly self-possessed (PA). |
2. Beatrice’s manner placed him [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] {at his ease}, [Adv. (condition) to “placed” though it left him [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] still {in doubt}]. |
3. Do you find this old mansion [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] gloomy (PA)? |
4. One little sip {of this antidote} would have rendered the most virulent poisons [S] {of the Borgias} *to be* [V Inf. DO] innocuous (PA). |
5. Guasconti, finding [V Give. Adj. to “Guasconti”] Baglioni’s pertinacity [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] intolerable (PA), here broke away. |
6. He kept the young man (IO) {to dinner}, and made himself [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] very agreeable (PA). |
7. The effect {of her character} was too real (PA), not to make [V Inf. Adv. (result) to “too”] itself [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] familiar (PA) {at once}. |
8. He should find her [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] so human (PA) and so maidenlike (PA). |
9. Thou hast made me [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] as hateful, as ugly, as loathsome and deadly a creature (PN) {as thyself}. |
10. [Adv. (condition) to “make” Were I to breathe [V Inf. Adv. (how?) to Were”] it (DO) long,] it would make me [S] *to be* [V Inf. DO] ill (PA). |
Passage for Analysis

U4, Ex. 8 - “The Leaves and the Roots” [AK] Skip?

https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/4324
“We cast cool shade (DO) {upon the green grass},” [Inj whispered the fluttering leaves. | “We dress the tree (DO) {in fresh and quiet green}. | It is bare (PA) and brown (PA) {without us}. | The tired traveler and the panting beast are thankful (PA) {for our shade}. | Children love to play [V Inf. DO] {under our shelter}. | {At night} the song birds {of the woods} fly {to us} {for our protection}. | We hide the nests (DO) {of mother birds}. | The light winds stay {with us} and caress us (DO).” | And the leaves felt very proud (PA) and important (PA). | See “Palimpsest Patterns.”
[Subject “What (DO) you say] is all very true (PA), | but you should not forget us (DO),” [Inj said a voice {from the earth}]. | “We are surely {worth something}.” | For “worth” See Merriam Webster.
“And who (PN) are you? | Where do you grow?” [Inj asked the leaves]. |
“We are buried deep {in the ground}, far {below you}, | but we feed the stem (DO) and make you [S] grow [V Inf. DO]. | We are the roots (PN). | You owe your beauty (DO) {to us}. | We are not beautiful (PA) [Adv. (comparison) to “beautiful” as you are], | but we do not die. | Winter does not change us (DO), | but [Adv (time) to “fall” when it comes] you fall. | The tree stands [See “Palimpsest Patterns”] firm (PA), [Adv. (cause) to “firm” for it is held {in place} {by us}. | [Adv. (condition) to both “die” If we should die,] the tree would die | and you would die {with it}.” | 
Unit 7 – Distinguishing Finite Verbs from Verbals

Unit 5 - Distinguishing Verbals from Finite Verbs

Verbs as Subjects or Complements

U5, Ex. 1 - From A Tale of Two Cities [AK]
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
1 But indeed, {at that time}, putting [V Ger. Subject] (to death} was a recipe (PN) much {in vogue} [to “recipe”] {with all trades and professions}. |
2. The Doctor had ceased to speak [V Inf. DO]. |
3. Then Madame Defarge turned out the contents (DO) {of the bowl} {of money} {for the second time}, and started knotting [V Ger. DO] them (DO) up {in her handkerchief}. |
4. Your intention is to perpetuate [V Inf. PN], and not to weaken [V Inf. PN], the ties (DO) {between me and my other and far dearer self}. |
5. This was highly degrading [V Ger. PN] {to the family}, and was ridiculous (PA). |
6. To bring [V Inf. Subject] my love (DO)— even mine [App] — {between you}, is to touch [V Inf. PN] your history (DO) {with something} [Adj. to “something” *that is* not quite so good (PA) {as itself}]. |
“Mine” is an appositive to “love.” See U8, Exercise 1. The more you analyze sentences, the more you will see that ellipsis is frequent.
7. I quite understand it [S] to be [V Inf. DO] a nice question (PN). |
See U4, Exercise 7— “Ellipsed ‘to be’ in Complements.” In this case the “to be” is not ellipsed.

8. Getting [V Ger. Subject] things (DO) {out of Paris} {at this present time} is next {to an impossibility}. |
9. To propose [V Inf. Subject] too much (DO), would be to put [V Inf, PN] this man’s head (DO) {under the axe}. |
10. The hungry man repeated, {in a rapturous croak}, “Magnificent!” (DO) and began gnawing [V Ger. DO] another finger (DO). |
Verbals as Objects of Prepositions

U5, Ex. 2 – From A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens [AK]

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 

Some prepositional phrases in this exercise are very difficult.
1. She stopped {for the judge [S] to write [V inf. (OP) it (DO) down. |
2. She acknowledged their homage (DO) (by bending [V Ger. OP] her head (DO), and giving [V Ger. OP] them (IO) a quick look (DO)}. |
3. “I cannot do better (DO) {than address [V Inf. OP] you (DO) {as a young English lady (OP)}, Miss Manette [DirA]?” |
4. The agony {of our impatience} is so great (PA), [Adv. (result) to “so” that {in our wild alarm and hurry} we are {PA for getting [V Ger. OP] out and running [V Ger. OP] — hiding [V Ger. OP] — doing [V Ger. OP] anything (DO) but stopping [V Ger. OP] }. |
Over 40 years, I don’t remember seeing a prepositional phrase that functions as a predicate adjective. 

5. “Citizen [DirA], I desire nothing (DO) more {than to get [V Inf. OP] {to Paris}}.” |
6. They were making pretence (DO) {of being [V Ger OP] asleep (PA) }, {with no more purpose} {than to escape [V Inf. OP] the hazard (DO) } {of originating [V Ger OP] any other kind (DO) {of action}. |
7. I have imagined her (DO) as coming [V Give. to “her”] {to me} {in my cell}, and leading [V Give. to “her”] me (DO) out {into the freedom} {beyond the fortress}. |
I explained “as” as an adverb because doing so makes no difference in the meaning—“imagined her coming.”

8. “Then *you* be so kind (PA),” [Inj urged Miss Manette,] “as to leave [V Inf. Adv. to “kind”] us (DO) here.” |
See note for 7.

9. “There is time (PN) enough to think [V Inf. Adj. to “time” or Adv. to “to think”] {about growing [V Ger. OP] old (PA).” |
10. The two other passengers were close {behind him}, and {about to follow [V Inf, OP]}. |
Verbals as Adjectives or Adverbs
U5, Ex. 3 - From “Rappaccini’s Daughter” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat04hawtrich/page/n3/mode/2up
1 Giovanni, {at his lofty window}, rubbed his eyes (DO), and almost doubted [Adv. (comparison) to “doubted” whether it were a girl (PN) tending [V Give. Adj. to “girl”] her favorite flower (DO), or one sister (PN) performing [V Give. Adj. to “sister”] the duties (DO) {of affection} {to another}]. |
2. It would serve, [Inj he said {to himself} (IO),] {as a symbolic language} to keep [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “serve”] him (DO) {in communion} [to “keep”] {with nature}. |
3. {At that moment}, a rich, sweet voice came floating [V Ger NuA] up {from the garden}. |
4. Giovanni was surprised (P), and a little [NuA] ashamed (P), to find [V Inf, Adv. (cause) to “surprised and “ashamed”] [DO how real an affair (PN to “to be”) it proved to be [V Inf. DO to “proved”] ]. |
(P) Labels Passive Voice. See Unit 8, Exercise 2.

5. There was the ruin (PN) {of a marble fountain} {in the centre}, sculptured [V Give. Adj. to “fountain”] {with rare art}. |
6. Giovanni fancied her spirit [S] to be imbued [V Inf. DO to “fancied”] {with the same baneful essence} [Adj. to “essence” that seemed to pervade [V Inf. Adv. (how?) to “seemed”] her physical frame (DO)]. |
7. All the plants had their individual virtues (DO), known [V Give. Adj. to “virtues”] {to the scientific mind} [Adj. to “mind” that fostered them (DO)]. |
9. [DO “*You* Hush! hush!  not so loud!”]  whispered Lisabetta, putting [V Ger. NuA] her hand (DO) {over his mouth}. |
Mixed Verbals
U5, Ex. 4 – From A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens [AK]

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 

1. Releasing [V Give Adj. to “she”] his arm (DO), she laid her hand (DO) {upon his shoulder}. |
2. To appeal [V Inf. Subject] {to her} (IO), was made (P) hopeless (PA) {by her having [V Ger. OP] no sense (DO) {of pity}. |
(P) after a verb means that it is in passive voice. See Unit 8, Exercises 2 and 3.

3. My first act was to put [V Inf. PN] out my hand (DO) to relieve [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “to put”] her breathing [V Ger. DO] |
4. Being [V Ger. Subject] an Englishman (PN) is less open (PA) {to suspicion} {of subornation} (than a Frenchman}. |
5. “She had reasons (DO) (for believing [Ger OP] [DO that there was a young sister (PN) living [V Give (Adj.) to “sister”]], | and her greatest desire was, to help [V. Inf. PN] that sister (DO).” |
I don’t know why there is a comma after “was.”

6 To avoid [V Inf. Subject] attracting [V Ger. DO] less (DO), and to give [V Inf. Subject] as little occasion (DO) as possible {for talk and envy}, was the general desire (PN). |
Why is the “was” after two subjects? More thought may suggest that the two infinitive phrases are two variations for the same basic idea.

7. Mr. Lorry resolved to watch [V Inf. DO] him (DO) attentively, {with as little appearance} [Adv. (manner) to “little” as *it was* possible (PA) {of doing [V Ger. OP] so (DO)}]. |
8. All the people {of the village} were {at the fountain}, standing [Ger. NuA] about {in their depressed manner}, and whispering [Ger. NuA] low, but showing [Ger. NuA] no other emotions (DO) {than grim curiosity and surprise} [to “no”]. |
Note the parallel constructions of the three gerunds—“standing,” “whispering,” and “showing.” Weak readers would probably have understanding them.

9. Who, knowing [Give. to “who”] me [S] to have been [V Inf. DO to “knowing”] a prisoner [PN to “to have been”] (in the Bastille}, would touch me (DO), {except to overwhelm [V Inf. OP] me (DO) {with embraces}, or carry [V Inf. OP] me (DO) {in triumph}}? | 
The “except” prepositional phrase ends with “triumph.”
10. My way {out of this} is to put [V Inf. PN] you (DO) all {in the wrong}. |
U5, Ex. 5 - From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1. Mrs. Hale, still leaning [V Give (Adj. to Mrs. Hale”] {against the door}, had that sinking feeling (DO) {of the mother} [Adj. to “mother” whose child is {about to speak [V Inf OP] a piece (DO)]. |
2. Just to pass [V Inf. Subj.] the time (DO) {of day} {with him} [Adv. to “to pass”] made her [S] shiver [V Inf. (DO)] a little [NuA]. |
3. Getting [V Ger. Subj.] back {to everyday things} relieved the sheriff’s wife (DO). |
4. Hale stopped speaking [V Ger DO], and stood staring [V Ger. NuA] {at the rocker}, [Adv. (condition) to “staring” as if he were still seeing the woman (DO) [Adj. to “woman” who had sat there the morning [NuA] before]]. |
“[W]ere” is in subjective mood. See Unit 1, Exercise 9. For “before” as an adverb Google “before def.”
5. “How did she seem to feel [V Inf. Adv. to “seem”] {about your coming [V Ger. OP]}?” |
6. “Well [Inj], my first thought was to get [V Inf. PN] that rope (DO) off.” |
7. “Not having [V Ger Subj.] children (DO) makes less work (DO),” [Inj. mused Mrs. Hale, { after a silence}], | “but it makes a quiet house (DO).” |
8. They were soon back | — the stark coldness {of that shut-up room} was not a thing (PN) to linger [V Inf. Adj. to “thing”] in. |
9. Then they sat {without speaking [V Ger. OP] or moving [V Ger. OP]}. |
10. The two women were {about to follow [V Inf. OP] the men (DO)} in {through the kitchen door}. |
11. Mrs. Peters stood holding [V Ger. NuA] {to the table}. |
12. Seeing [V Ger. Subj.] the Wright place (DO) did not make her [S] feel [V Inf. DO] {like talking [V Ger. OP]}. |
“Her” is the subject of the infinitive “feel,” and the entire “feel” phrase is the direct object of “did feel.”
Just for Fun

U5, Ex. 6 Dental Hygiene [AK] Skip?

As the old saying [#1] goes, [DO “*You* Ignore your teeth (DO),] and [DO they’ll go away].” | Here are some helpful hints {for keeping [V Ger OP] that smile [S] *to be* (DO) [#2] bright (PA) and healthy (PA)} {for years to come [Inf. Adj. to “years”] }: |
Maintaining [V Ger. Subject] an entire mouthful (DO) {of 32 healthy teeth} can be a daunting [#3] task (DO). | Instead, *you* just focus {on 10 or 12} {of your favorites}. |
Toothbrush technology has made remarkable leaps (DO) {in recent years}. | *You* Select a toothbrush [s] *to be* [V Inf. DO #2] so advanced [V Give. PN], [Adv. (result) to “so” you have no clue (DO) how [NuA #4] to use [V Inf. Adv, to “how”] it (DO)]. |
[[Adv. (condition) to “begin” If while you are flossing,] your gums begin to bleed [V Inf. DO] ]], *you* give them (IO) {at least} six months (DO) to heal [V Inf. Adj. “months”] {to “heal” before attempting [V Ger OP] to floss [V Inf. DO] again. |
To reduce [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “stick”] wear (DO) and tear (DO) {on your teeth}, *you* stick {to soft foods} {like pudding and frosting}. |
*You* Remember those red tablets (DO) [Adj. to “tablets” they used to pass out [#5] {at school}] [Adj. to “tablets” that, [Adv. (time) to “revealed” when they are chewed (P) ,] revealed the invisible plaque (DO) {on your teeth}? | Those were so cool (PA). |
Brushing should always be done (P) up and down, not {with violent stabbing [V Give. Adj. to “motions”] motions (OP)}. |
[Adv. (condition) to “avoid” If you wear dentures (DO),] *you* avoid soaking [V Ger. DO] them (DO) {in Coca-Cola} overnight. |
Notes

This is a difficult exercise in which there are many alternative explanations. It is also a joke that contains numerous verbals.

1. “Saying” could be process as a gerund, but others may it as a simple noun. Ask your students if two gerunds—“Maintaining” and Brushing” —could be replaced by the infinite forms.

2. Ellipsed infinitive “to” in complements are explained in U4, Ex. 7.

3. “Daunting” can be processed as a regular adjective or a gerundive.

4. Merriam-Webster explains “how” as an adverb and as a noun.
5. “Used to pass out” is a phrasal verb.  See U3, Ex. 3. In this one, “to pass out” can be replaced by “distribute.” Alternately I’d accept “out” as an adverb.
Unit 6 – Adding Main Clauses

U6, Ex. 1 From Treasure Island [AK] 

https://archive.org/details/treasureisland00stev/page/n13/mode/2up 
1 Once I stepped out myself [App to “I”] {into the road}, | but he immediately called me (DO) back. |
2. The mutineers were bolder (PA) [Adv. (comparison) to “bolder” than we fancied], | or they put more trust (DO) {in Israel’s gunnery}. |
3. He never wrote or received a letter (DO), | and he never spoke {with any} {but the neighbours}. |
4. He said [DO he would take rum (DO)]; | but [Adv. (time) to “sat” and “motioned” as I was going {out of the room} to fetch [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “going”] it (DO)] he sat down {upon a table}, and motioned me [S/IO] to draw [V Inf. DO] near. |
“Me” is the subject of the infinitive and the indirect object of “mentioned.”

5. It was a fine excitement (PN) {in a quiet country life}; | and there was even a party (PN) {of the younger men} [Adj. to “men” who pretended to admire [V Inf. DO] him (DO)]. |
6. I could hear nothing (DO) {but a low gabbling}; | but {at last} the voices began to grow higher (PA), | and I could pick up a word (DO) or two (DO). |
Here “pick up” means “hear,” so “up” is part of verb. See Unit 3, Exercise 3— “Preposition? Adverb? or Part of the Verb?”

7. A voice replied, telling [V. Ger. NuA] him [S/IO] to keep [V Inf. DO] {out of the moonlight}, or [DO of “telling” he would get some lead (DO) {in him},] | and {at the same time} a bullet whistled close {by his arm}. |
8. “You’re a good boy (PN), | or I’m mistook.” |
U6, Ex. 2 - The Opening Paragraphs of Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
It was the best (PN) {of times}, | it was the worst (PN) {of times}, | it was the age (PN) {of wisdom}, | it was the age (PN) {of foolishness}, | it was the epoch (PN) {of belief}, | it was the epoch (PN) {of incredulity}, | it was the season (PN) {of Light}, | it was the season (PN) {of Darkness}, | it was the spring (PN) {of hope}, | it was the winter (PN) {of despair}, | we had everything (DO) {before us}, | we had nothing (DO) {before us}, | we were all going direct {to Heaven}, | we were all going direct the other way [NuA] | — {in short} [Inj. or Adv], the period was so far {like the present period}, [Adv. (result) to “so” that some {of its noisiest authorities} insisted {on its [S] being received [V Ger OP] }, {for good} or {for evil}, {in the superlative degree} {of comparison} only]. |
There were a king (PN) {with a large jaw} and a queen (PN) {with a plain face}, {on the throne} {of England}; | there were a king (PN) {with a large jaw} and a queen (PN) {with a fair face}, {on the throne} {of France}. | {In both countries} it was clearer (PA) {than crystal} {to the lords} {of the State preserves} {of loaves and fishes}, [Adv. (comparison) to “clearer” that things {in general} were settled (P) {for ever}]. |
A Note to Teachers about Semicolons, Colons, and Dashes

The following sentences are additional examples that I collected from Hawthorne’s “Dr. Heidegger’s Experiment”, and my initial analysis. They are here in case you or your students want to analyze some of them. As Sesame Street realized, “same” and “different” may be a fundamental base for logic. If you do use these, students will find it easier if they read the story. Hawthorne’s sentences are long, and context makes it easier to see the logic.

	        I’m planning on replacing these with sentences from better sentences from a grade level source.


[; & dash]  “Yes, friends, ye are old again,” said Dr. Heidegger, “and lo! the Water of Youth is all lavished on the ground. Well —I bemoan it not; for if the fountain gushed at my very doorstep, I would not stoop to bathe my lips in it—no, though its delirium were for years instead of moments.

[; dif] As for the Widow Wycherly, tradition tells us that she was a great beauty in her day; but, for a long while past, she had lived in deep seclusion, on account of certain scandalous stories which had prejudiced the gentry of the town against her.

[-- same?] I will merely hint that Dr. Heidegger and all his four guests were sometimes thought to be a little beside themselves,— as is not unfrequently the case with old people, when worried either by present troubles or woeful recollections.

[; dif?] Above half a century ago, Dr. Heidegger had been on the point of marriage with this young lady; but, being affected with some slight disorder, she had swallowed one of her lover’s prescriptions, and died on the bridal evening.
[????; --] But it was well known to be a book of magic; and once, when a chambermaid had lifted it, merely to brush away the dust, the skeleton had rattled in its closet, the picture of the young lady had stepped one foot upon the floor, and several ghastly faces had peeped forth from the mirror; while the brazen head of Hippocrates frowned, and said,— “ Forbear !”
[; ?] Some of these fables, to my shame be it spoken, might possibly be traced back to my own veracious self; and if any passages of the present tale should startle the reader’s faith, I must be content to bear the stigma of a fiction-monger.
[-- App] “This rose,” said Dr. Heidegger, with a sigh, —“ this same withered and crumbling flower, blossomed five and fifty years ago.

[; ?] It was given me by Sylvia Ward, whose portrait hangs yonder; and I meant to wear it in my bosom at our wedding.

[; SC] 
The sunshine came through the window, between the heavy festoons of two faded damask curtains, and fell directly across this vase; so that a mild splendor was reflected from it on the ashen visages of the five old people who sat around.

 [;?] “Ahem!” said Colonel Killigrew, who believed not a word of the doctor’s story; “and what may be the effect of this fluid on the human frame?”

 [; detail] “You shall judge for yourself, my dear colonel,” replied Dr. Heidegger; “and all of you, my respected friends, are welcome to so much of this admirable fluid as may restore to you the bloom of youth.”

[;same dif?] As the liquor diffused a pleasant perfume, the old people doubted not that it possessed cordial and comfortable properties; and though utter sceptics as to its rejuvenescent power, they were inclined to swallow it at once.

 [; ; ] “That is certainly a very pretty deception,” said the doctor’s friends; carelessly, however, for they had witnessed greater miracles at a conjurer’s show; “ pray, how was it effected?”

[;?] The doctor’s four venerable friends made him no answer, except by a feeble and tremulous laugh; so very ridiculous was the idea that, knowing how closely repentance treads behind the steps of error, they should ever go astray again.

[: quotation] “Drink, then,” said the doctor, bowing: “I rejoice that I have so well selected the subjects of my experiment.”

[?— —]  “Give us more of this wondrous water!” cried they eagerly. “We are younger—but we are still too old! Quick — give us more!” 

 [; ; group] One limped across the floor like a gouty grand-father ; one set a pair of spectacles astride of his nose, and pretended to pore over the black-letter pages of the book of magic ; a third seated himself in an armchair, and strove to imitate the venerable dignity of Dr. Heidegger.

[; C/E?]  The fair widow knew, of old, that Colonel Killigrew’s compliments were not always measured by sober truth ; so she started up and ran to the mirror, still dreading that the ugly visage of an old woman would meet her gaze.

[; contrast?] Meanwhile, the three gentlemen behaved in such a manner as proved that the water of the Fountain of Youth possessed some intoxicating qualities ; unless, indeed, their exhilaration of spirits were merely a lightsome dizziness caused by the sudden removal of the weight of years. 
[; ; contrast?] Now he rattled forth full-throated sentences about patriotism, national glory, and the people’s rights ; now he muttered some perilous stuff or other, in a sly and doubtful whisper, so cautiously that even his own conscience could scarcely catch the secret; and now, again, he spoke in measured accents, and a deeply deferential tone, as if a royal ear were listening to his well-turned periods.

[; contrast] It was now so nearly sunset that the chamber had grown duskier than ever; but a mild and moon-like splendor gleamed from within the vase, and rested alike on the four guests and on the doctor’s venerable figure.

[Inj] The Widow Wycherly —if so fresh a damsel could be called a widow — tripped up to the doctor’s chair, with a mischievous merriment in her rosy face.
.

U6, Ex. 3 – From A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens [AK]

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up
1. But there was no harm (PN) {in his way} {of saying [V Ger. OP] this}: | it was said (P) laughingly, and to beguile [V Inf. Adv. (manner) to “said”] the time (DO).” |
The colon introduces why there was no harm. The  (P) after a verb indicates the passive voice. See U8, Ex. 1 &2 for more.

2. *You* Let the Doctor [S of “play”] play [V Inf. (DO)] the winning game (DO); | I will play the losing one (DO). | Contrast between “winning” and “losing”
3. Saint Antoine slept, | the Defarges slept: | even The Vengeance slept {with her starved grocer}, | and the drum was {at rest}. |
All the verbs express “sleep” or “rest.” The “even” after the colon, may emphasize the difference between people and the general “Vengeance” and “drum.”

4. The women were seated (P) {at a table}, knitting [V Ger. NuA], and embroidering [V Ger. NuA]; | the men were standing {behind their chairs}, or lingering [V Ger. NuA] up and {down the room}. |   Men and women are different.
5. I might not have the hopefulness (DO) to do [V Inf. Adj. to “hopeful”] it (DO) {for weeks}; | I might [Inj.(mistaken [V Give. Adj. to “I”] or not mistaken [V Give. Adj. to “I”]) ] have that hopefulness (DO) to-morrow. | “weeks” vs. “to-morrow”
6. Formerly, they were turned (P) {towards the posting-house}; | now, they are turned (P) {towards the prison}. |  “Formerly” vs. “now”
7. I don’t care {about fortune}: | she is a charming creature (PN), | and I have made up my mind (DO) to please [V Inf. Adv (how?) to “made up”] myself (IO) : | {on the whole}, I think [DO I can afford to please [V Inf, DO] myself (IO)]. |
For “up” see U3, Ex. 3— “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”  In this case “made up” equals “decided.
The first colon suggests that he was deciding between marrying for money or love. After that colon he gives the argument for love. After the second he thinks enough money to chose love.
8. People paid to see [V Inf. Adv. (why?) to “paid”] the play (DO) {at the Old Bailey}, just [Adv. (comparison) to “paid” as they paid to see [V Inf. Adv. (why?) to “paid”] the play (DO) { in Bedlam}]— | only the former entertainment was much the dearer (PN). | The main clause after the dash states which is better.
Unit 7 – Adding Subordinate Clauses 
Mixed Subordinate Clauses
U7, Ex. 1 - From “Endicott and the Red Cross” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat02hawtrich/page/n13/mode/2up
1 Endicott’s breastplate would become red-hot (PA) {with the angry fire} {of the bosom} [Adj. to “bosom” which it (DO) covered]. |
2. This armor was so highly polished (P) [Adv. (result) to “so” that the whole surrounding scene had its image (DO) {in the glittering steel}]. |
3. The stubborn roots {of the trees} break our ploughshares (DO), [Adv. (time) to “break” when we would till the earth (DO)]. |
4. [Adv. (time) to “discovered” As Endicott glanced right and left {along the front},] he discovered a personage (DO) [Adj. to “personage” {with whom} it behooved him [IO/S] to hold [V Inf. DO] a parley (DO)]. |
5. The soil {around the whipping-post} was well trodden (P) {by the feet} {of evil-doers}, [Adj. to “evil-doers” who had there been disciplined (P)]. |
6. They are taking counsel (DO) to send [V Inf. Adj. to “counsel”] over a governor-general (DO), [Adj. to “governor-general” {in whose breast} shall be deposited (P) all the law and equity {of the land}]. |
7. “[Adv. (condition) to “shall hear” If John Endicott’s voice be loud (PA) enough,] man, woman, and child shall hear them (DO).” |
“Be” is another subjunctive.

8. We look back {through the mist} {of ages}, and recognize {in the rending [V Ger. OP]} {of the Red Cross} {from New England’s banner} the first omen (DO of “rending”) {of that deliverance} [Adj. to “deliverance” which (DO) our fathers consummated [Adv. (time) to “consummated” after the bones {of the stern Puritan} had lain more {than a century} {in the dust}]]. |
U7, Ex. 2 - From A Tale of Two Cities [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 
Some of these are complicated.
1. I declare {to you} (IO) [DO that I have long dismissed it (DO) {from my mind}]. |
2. [Adv. (time) to “passed” As the smoke cleared, leaving [V Ger. NuA] an awful stillness (DO),] it passed out {on the air}, {like the soul} {of the woman} [Adj. to “woman” whose body lay lifeless (PA) {on the ground}]. |
3. [Adv. (condition) to “live” If the Republic really does good (DO) {to the poor} (IO),] and [Adv. (condition) to “live” they come to be [V Inf (Adv) [How]] less hungry (PA),] she may live a long time [NuA]: | she may even live to be [V Inf. Adv. ( how long}to “live”] old (PA). |
4. Mr. Barsad paid {for [OP what (DO) he had drunk]}, and took his leave (DO). |
5. The traveller fared slowly {on his way}, [Adj. to “traveler” who fared {towards Paris} {from England} {in the autumn}]. |
6. That’s [PN where} (OP to “to”) I’m going {to]. |
7. [Adv. (time) to “turned” As he went out {at the prisoners’ door}], she turned, laid her head (DO) lovingly {on her father’s breast} and fell {at his feet}. |
8. Here, Mr. Lorry became aware (PA), {from [OP where he sat]}, {of a most remarkable goblin shadow} {on the wall}. |
9. [Subj. That a man {in good clothes} should be going {to prison},] was no more remarkable (PA) {than [OP that a labourer {in working clothes} should be going {to work}. |
A Focus on Noun Clauses – A Note to Teachers

The focus here is on noun clauses that function as subjects, predicate nouns, and objects of preposition. These clauses are significant but rarely used. 
U7, Ex. 3 - From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1 “They may be through sooner {than [OP we think].” |
2. “There was a man (PN) round last year [NuA] selling [V Give. Adj. to “man”] canaries (DO) cheap |— but I don’t know [DO as she took one (DO)].” |
“[M]an . . . selling” can also be processed as a Noun Absolute that functions as the Predicate Noun. See Unit 8, Exercise 6 on “Noun Absolutes That Function as Nouns.”

3. [Subj “I wish [DO you’d seen Minnie Foster (DO),”]] was the answer (PN). |
4. “He says [DO that’s [PN what (DO he can’t understand]].” |
Some people may process “what” as the predicate pronoun to “that’s,” and the “he” clause as adjectival to “what.”

5. And the reason [Adj. to “reason” she couldn’t cross it (DO) now] was simply [PN because she hadn’t crossed it (DO) before]. |
“The reason was because” is considered a common logical usage error. The S/V/PN pattern emphasizes that the subject and complement refer to the same thing. In this sentence “that” should be used instead of “because.” Glaspell may have used it to suggest that none of the characters are well-educated.
6. “Mr. Henderson said, coming [V Ger. NuA] out, [DO that [Subj.what was needed {for the case}] was a motive (PN) ].” |
7. I guess [DO you know {about [OP how much he talked himself [App. to he”]]}]. |
8. But [Subj what (OP)} her eye took {in] was [PN that her kitchen was (in no shape) {for leaving [V Ger. OP]}]. |
9. Well [Inj], I said {to Harry} (IO) [DO that that was [PN what (DO to “to say”) I was going to say. |
10. “I think maybe [DO that’s [PN why she kept so much {to herself}.” |
Some people will process “to herself” as an indirect object.

Untangling Embedded Clauses
U7, Ex. 4 – From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
The deep embedding of clauses in these sentences may cause weak readers to stumble. Doesn’t doing exercises like this one strengthen reading skills?

1. I s’pose [DO she felt [Adv. (condition “how”) to “felt” she couldn’t do her part (DO)]]. |
2. Mrs. Hale stood examining [V Ger. NuA] the clothes (DO) [Adj. to “clothes” the woman [Adj. to “woman” who was being detained (P) {in town)] had said [DO she wanted]]. |
3. But I thought maybe [Adv. (condition) if I went {to the house} and talked {about it} {before his wife}, and said [DO all the women-folks liked the telephones (DO),]] and [DO that {in this lonesome stretch} {of road} it would be a good thing (PN)]. |
4. The men talked {for a minute} {about [OP & Subject what a good thing it was [App to “it” *that* the sheriff had sent his deputy (DO) out that morning [NuA] to make [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “had sent”] a fire (DO) {for them} (IO), | and then Sheriff Peters stepped back {from the stove}, unbuttoned his outer coat (DO), and leaned his hands (DO) {on the kitchen table} {in a way} [Adj. to “way” that seemed to mark [V Inf. Adv. Condition] the beginning (DO) {of official business}]. |
[Subject That the sheriff had sent his deputy out that morning to make a fire for them] was a very good thing

5. “It’s a shame (PN) {about her fruit},” [Inj she said, and walked {toward the cupboard} [Adj. to “cupboard” “that (DO = “cupboard”) the county attorney had opened, and got {on the chair}, murmuring [V Ger. NuA to “got”]: [DO “I wonder [DO if it’s all gone]]]].” |
6. [Adv. (time) to “was” When they spoke now] it was [Adv. (condition) to “was” as if they were afraid (PA) {of what} [Adj. to “what” they were saying]], but [Adv. (condition) to “was” as if they could not help saying [V Ger DO] it (DO)]. |
7. “And what (DO) did she do [Adv. (time) to “did do” when she knew [DO you had gone {for the coroner}]]?” |
“So” and “For” as Conjunctions - A Note for Teachers

I don’t know why so many textbooks define “for” and “so” as just coordinating conjunctions. I vaguely remember that one book said that “For” cannot start a sentence. I acknowledge that it is rare, but I have found them in my searching. And, as is explained in the students’ book, the logic of “so” and “that” is cause/effect, not part/whole. KISS focuses on meaning!
U7, Ex. 5 – From Charles Dickens’ A Tale of Two Cities [AK]
https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 
1. I must look in {at Tellson’s} [Adv. (result) to “must” so I will go there {at once} and come back presently]. |
“In” could be part of the verb. See “U3, Ex. —“Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”

2. The village looks {at him} {by stealth}, [Adv. (cause) to “stealth” for it is afraid (PA)]. |
3. I feel [DO that Miss Manette will tell well {in any station}, and will always do me (IO) credit (DO). | So [result] I have made up my mind (DO) to marry [V Inf. DO] her (DO). |   “Have made up my mind” means “decided.”
4. This short examination followed, [Adv. (cause) to “short” for the court was quick (PA) {with its work}]. |
5. They hanged {at Tyburn}, {in those days}, [Adv. (result) to “in those days” so the street {outside Newgate} had not obtained one infamous notoriety (DO) [Adj. to “notoriety” that has since attached {to it}]]. |
6. {On this occasion}, Miss Pross, responding [V Give. to “Miss Pross”] {to Ladybird’s pleasant face and pleasant efforts} to please [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “responding”] her (DO) exceedingly; | so (result) the dinner was very pleasant (PA), too. |
7. {At first,} there were times (PN) [Adj. to “times” when her work would slowly fall {from her hands}], and [Adj. to “times” *when* her eyes would be dimmed]. | For, [cause] there was something (PN) coming [V Give. (Adj. to “something”] {in the echoes} [Adj. to “something” that stirred her heart (DO) too much]. | 
Subordinate Clauses as Interjections
The main purpose of this exercise is to show that clauses can function as interjections. 
U7, Ex. 6 – From Treasure Island [AK]

https://archive.org/details/treasureisland00stev/page/n13/mode/2up 
1. Some {of the man’s money} [Inj —if he had any (DO)—] was certainly due (PA) {to us}. |
2. [Adv. (time) to “would look” When a seaman did put up {at the Admiral Benbow} [Inj as now and then some did, making [V Ger. NuA] {by the coast road} {for Bristol}]] he would look in {at him} {through the curtained door} [Adv. (time) to “would look” before he entered the parlour (DO)]. |
“Did put up” means “stay.” See U3, Ex. 3, “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?”

3. Suddenly he [Inj. —the captain (PN), that is—] began to pipe up [V Inf. DO] his eternal song (DO). |
Out of contexts, “to pipe up” means “to sing” or “play on an instrument.”

4. Mr. Trelawney [Inj (that, [Inj you will remember], was the squire’s name (PN))] had got up {from his seat} and was striding {about the room}. |
This is the first of this type of interjection inside another.

5. I was very uneasy (PA) and alarmed [V Give. (PA)], [Inj. as you may fancy], | and it rather added {to my fears}. |
6. We found, | or rather, I found [Inj.— for the gamekeeper was a poor hand (PN) {at reading [V Ger. OP] anything (DO) but print (DO)— ] the following important news (DO). |
7. His eyebrows were very black (PA), and moved readily, | and this gave him (IO) a look (DO) {of some temper}, not bad [PPA], [Inj you would say,] but quick [PPA] and high [PPA]. |
For “PPA,” see U8, Ex. 1 on Post-Positioned Adjectives.

Quotations as Direct Objects - A Note for Teachers

I don’t know any textbook that address question.
U7, Ex.7 - From “The Snow Queen” [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/storiesfromhansa00anderich 
1.
[DO ‘*You* Listen,’] said the robber girl. | ‘You see [DO that all our men folks are away], | but mother is still here, | and she will stay; | but later on {in the morning} she will take a drink (DO) {out of the big bottle} there, | and {after that} [Adj. to “that” she will have a nap (DO) |—  then I will do something (DO) {for you} (IO).’ |
2. 
‘Yes [Inj], indeed they have a queen bee (DO),’ [Inj. said the grandmother]. | ‘She flies [Adv. (space) to “flies” where the swarm is thickest (PA)]. | She is biggest (PA) {of them all}, | and she never remains {on the ground}. | She always flies up again {to the sky}. | Many a winter’s night [NuA] she flies {through the streets} and peeps {in at the windows}, and then the ice freezes {on the panes} {into wonderful patterns} {like flowers}.’ |
3. 
‘{In this kingdom} where we are now,’ [Inj said he,] ‘there lives a Princess [Adj. to “Princess” who is very clever (PA)]. | She has read all the newspapers (DO) {in the world}, and forgotten them (DO) again, [Adv. (degree) so clever (PA) is she. | One day [NuA] she was sitting {on her throne}, [Adv. (manner) to “sitting” which is not such an amusing thing (PN) to do [V Inf. Adj. to “thing”] either, [Inj. they say] ; | and she began humming a tune (DO), [Adj. to “tune” which happened to be [V Inf. PN] [PN “Why should I not be married, oh [Inj] why?”]] ’ |
Note: “happened to be” means “was.” See Unit 4, Exercises 5 and 6: “Palimpsest Patterns.”
Direct Object? or Interjection? -- A Note for Teachers

If you search the web for “Tag Questions, you’ll find that many linguists and grammar sites discuss “tag questions.” See also Wikipedia.

For example,

She went to the store, didn’t she?
I don’t know why they do this. Perhaps they like to make grammar more difficult? The preceding exercise demonstrated that writers used clauses as interjections, or, as the rhetoricians refer to them, “parenthetical constructions.”
How do the linguists deal with sentences that do not end in questions? Heidi, for example, includes the sentence: 

I want the goats to give me splendid milk, remember.
These exercises give students practice with the more common cases of these clauses that appear in dialogue.
U7, Ex. 8 – From “The Nightingale” [AK]

https://archive.org/details/storiesfromhansa00anderich/page/n8
This exercise is a nice text for discussing the “Psycholinguistic Model of How the Human Brain Processes Language,” and “Alternative Explanations.

1. “Tsing-pe!” (DO) said the gentleman-in-waiting, | and away he ran again. |
2. “I wish it [S] to appear [V Inf. DO] here this evening [NuA] to sing [V Inf. Adv. (cause) for “appear”] {to me} (IO),” [Inj. said the emperor]. |
3 “Oh!” [Inj] [Inj. said a young courtier], “there we have it (DO).” |
4. “I have never heard it (DO) mentioned [V Give to “it”] before,” [Inj. said the gentleman-in-waiting ]. |
5. {IN China}, [Inj as you know,] the Emperor is a Chinaman (PN), | and all the people {around him} are Chinamen (PN) too. | Is Andersen being humorous?
6. [Adv. (time) to “exclaim” When he heard it (DO) again] he would again exclaim, [DO “Heavens [Inj], how beautiful (PA) it is!”] |
7. “There it is!” [Inj said the little girl]. | “*You* Listen, listen, [Adv. there it sits!]” |
It took me a minute or two to see the function of “there is sits.” I settled on an adverbial clause because she is pointing to where she wants them to “listen.”

8. “Little kitchen-maid,” (DO) said the gentleman-in-waiting, | “I will procure you (IO) a permanent position (DO) {in the kitchen}.” |
9. “It sounds best (PA) {among the trees},” [Inj said the nightingale]. |
For “best” as a predicate adjective, see “Palimpsest Patterns” in Unit 4, Exercises 5 and 6.

10. They were also to hear [V Inf. (how?) to “were”] it [S] sing [V Inf. DO of “to hear”], [Inj said the emperor]. | “It” is the subject of “sing” and thus part of the infinitive.
U7, Ex. 9 – From A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 
1 “Extermination is good doctrine (PN), my wife [DirA],” [Inj. said Defarge, rather troubled [V Give. to “Defarge”]; | “{in general}, I say nothing (DO) {against it}. |
2. [DO “*You* Go on then,”] said Defarge. |
3. [DO “ *You* Don’t torture a poor forlorn wretch (DO),”] he implored them (IO), {with a dreadful cry}; | “but *you* give me (IO) my work (DO)!” |
4. [DO “She never missed before,”] says a knitting-woman {of the sisterhood}. |
5. “The assertion {of our station}, {in these days}, might [Inj. (I do not go so far {as to say [V Inf. OP] ‘would’ (DO), but ‘might’ (DO)} [PrepP to “so”]) ] cause us (IO) real inconvenience (DO).” |
6. “There never was, nor will be, but one man (PN) worthy (PPA) {of Ladybird},” [Inj. said Miss Pross]; | “and that was my brother (PN) Solomon (APP). |
For “PPA” and “APP” see U8, Ex. 1 on Appositives and Post-Positioned Adjectives.

7. [DO “I mean to tell [V Inf. DO] you (IO), sir [DirA],”] said Mr. Lorry. | “*You* Pray let [DO there be no mistake (PN) {about it}].” |
8. {After a gloomy silence}, the first Jacques said, [DO “You have acted and recounted faithfully]. | Will you wait {for us} a little [NuA] ?” |
Semi-Reduced Clauses
U7, Ex. 10 From ‘A Prose Version of Hamlet’ [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/shakespearestory00bank/page/n17/mode/2up 
1. It would be difficult (PA) to distinguish [V Inf. Delayed Subject] the two birds (DO) [Adv. (time) to “difficult” when *anyone is* looking {towards this dazzling light}]. |
For Delayed Subjects, see U8, Ex. 4.

2. Hamlet, thus attacked [V Give. Adj. to “Hamlet”], bade Laertes [IO/S] *to* hold [V Inf. DO] off his hand (DO), [Adv. (cause) to “bade” for though *he was* not hot-tempered (PA) and rash (PA),] yet he had something (DO) dangerous (PPA) in him which it would be wise to fear. |
“Dangerous” is a Post-Positioned Adjective. For more see U8, Ex. 1.

3. Hearing [V Give Adj to “Claudius”] [DO that Polonius had granted leave (DO), [Adv. (cause) to “granted” though *it was* unwillingly,]] Claudius graciously gave his own consent (DO). |
4. The heron, [Adv. (time) to “flew” when *it is* pursued (P),] flew {with the wind}; | therefore [Adv. (time) to “flew” when the wind was {from the north}] it flew {towards the south}. |
5 She was indeed distracted (P) {with grief}, and spoke strange words (DO), | but [Adv. (time) to “went” when *she was* allowed (P) her own way (RDO)] she went harmlessly about. |
 6. What strange delusion cheated the Queen (DO), [Adv. time) to “cheated” after *she was* knowing her first husband [Subject of the infinitive] to have married [V Inf. DO to “knowing”] such a wretched being (DO of the infinitive) {as Claudius}?

Because “after” is also a preposition “after knowing” can be explained as a preposition and a gerund as its object.

7. It was just lifting its head (DO) [Adv. (condition) to “lifting” as if *it was* {about to speak [V Inf. OP]}].
Just for Fun

U7, Ex. 11 – “To Keep Ellen Calm” [AK] Skip?
A man observed  a woman (DO) {in the grocery store} {with a three year old girl} {in her basket}. | [Adv. (time) to “asked” As they passed the cookie section (DO)], the child asked {for cookies} | and her mother told her (IO) “no (DO).” |
The little girl immediately began to whine [V Inf. DO] and fuss [V Inf. DO], | and the mother said quietly, “[DO Now Ellen [DirA], we just have half (DO) {of the aisles} left [V Give. Adj. to “half”] to go [V Inf. Adv. to “left”] through]; | *You* don’t be upset (PA). |  It won’t be long (PA).” |
He passed the mother (DO) again {in the candy aisle}. | {Of course} [Inj.], the little girl began to shout [V Inf. DO] {for candy}. | [Adv. (time) to “to cry” When she was told (P) [DO she couldn’t have any (DO)]], she began to cry [V Inf. DO]. | The mother said, “There [N#1], there, Ellen [DirA], *you* don’t cry. | Only two more aisles [PN ? is a fragment] to go [V Inf. Adj. to “aisles”], | and then we’ll be checking out. [N#2]” |
The man again happened to be [V Inf. Adv. to “happened”] {behind the pair} {at the check-out}, [Adv. (space) to “check-out where the little girl immediately began to clamor [V Inf. DO] {for gum} and burst {into a terrible tantrum} {upon discovering [V Ger. OP] [DO of “discovering” there would be no gum (PN) [N#3] purchased [V Give. Adj. to “gum”] today]}]. | The mother patiently said, [DO “Ellen [DirA], we’ll be {through this check-out stand} {in five minutes}], | and then you can go home [NuA] and have a nice nap (DO).” |
The man followed them (DO) out {to the parking lot} and stopped the woman (DO) to compliment [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “stopped”] her (DO). | “I couldn’t help noticing [V Gerund DO] [DO how patient (PA) you were {with little Ellen}...]” |
The mother broke in [#2], “My little girl’s name is Tammy (PN). |. I’m Ellen (PN) |.”

Notes

1. “There, there” can be explained in two ways. From one view they are often used as interjections. The second way is as pronouns—Ellen has in mind with “There, there” the “Only two more aisles to go.”
2. In her mind, “checking out” means “leaving” the store, so I underlined “out” as part of the verb phrase. See Unit 3, Exercise 3 on “Preposition? Adverb? Or Part of the Verb?” The same goes for “broke in” equals “interrupted.” 

3. Unit 8, Exercises 5 and 6 explain Noun Absolutes that can function as adverbs or as noun. There the instructional material suggests that “gum purchased” is better viewed as functioning as the predicate noun. Because they are at the check out, the “purchased” is as important as the “gum.”
Unit 8 - Advanced Constructions
Appositives and Post-Positioned Adjectives
Note to Teachers—Advanced Appositives 

I did not include instructional material on these because they are rather rare, and I have the sense that once students can identify appositives, they might figure it out for themselves. The following are examples:

Appositives before the word that are appositives to: 

From “The Vase of Clay,” be Jean Aicard

The leaf, the pot, the raspberries, these enchanted everybody by their form and color.
Alternatively in these, we could consider “leaf,” “pot” and “raspberries” the subjects and then “these” as an appositive.

Two from “An Occurrence at Owl Creek Bridge” by Ambrose Bierce

The water, the banks, the forests, the now distant bridge, fort and men— all were commingled and blurred.

The humming of the gnats that danced above the eddies of the stream, the beating of the dragon-flies’ wings, the strokes of the water-spiders’ legs, like oars which had lifted their boat— all these made audible music.
From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain

“Brave boy, he saved my life, and shall not regret it!”
Clauses that function as appositives:

Two from Heidi by Johanna Spyri

All autumn and winter long a secret fear had been gnawing at her heart, that Heidi would be sent for by the strange gentleman of whom Peter had told her so much
“What a wonder [she is still alive!]”
From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain

They could not hide it (DO) {from themselves} [Adv. to “not] [App to “it” that every time [NuA] [Adj. to “time” they emptied a fresh drugstore (DO) {into him}] he got worse (PA)]. |
U8, Ex. 1 - From “Two Little Tales,” by Mark Twain [AK] Skip?
https://archive.org/details/mydbutasalitera00twaigoog/page/n195/mode/2up
1. He had traced the cure (DO) down {to a lad named [V Adj. Give.] Jimmy (PN)}, a chimney-sweep [App to “Jimmy” and/or “lad”]. |
2. They sat down {on the curbstone} to talk [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “sat”]; | and {of course} [Inj] it was {upon the one subject} —the nation’s calamity [App to “subject”], the Emperor’s disorder [App to “calamity”]. |
3. No one will tell her particular friend (IO), the man [App to “friend”] [Adj. to “man” that keeps the game-shop (DO)]. |
4. Everybody {in the world}, little [PPA to “Everybody”] and big [PPA to “Everybody”], has one special friend (DO), a friend [App to “friend”] [Adj. to “friend” that he’s glad (PA) to do [V Inf. Adv. (manner) to “glad”] favors (DO)]. |
5. {Within a day} he was attacked (P) {by that disease} himself [App to “he”]. |
The (P) labels a passive verb. See Unit 8, Exercises 2 and 3.

6. He was trying to devise [V Inf. DO] a reward (DO) rich [PPA to “reward”] enough to properly testify [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “enough”] it (DO) {to his benefactor} (IO). |
7. I waited {until half -past one}; | then I left, ashamed [PPA to “I”] and angry [PPA to “I”]. |
8. My next best friend {after you}, would run his legs (DO) off to do [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) “would run”] me (IO) a kindness (DO) — any kindness [App to “kindness”], [Adj. to “kindness” he don’t care [DO what (PN) it is]]. |
9. Tommy’s closest friend was Jimmy (PN) the chimney-sweep [App to “Jimmy”], a slim little fellow [App to “Jimmy”] {of fourteen}, [Adj. to “Jimmy” who was honest (PA) and industrious (PA), and had a good heart (DO)]. |
Active or Passive Voice 
U8, Ex. 2 - From “A Jury of Her Peers” [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/bestshortstories00obriiala/page/xii/mode/2up 
1. “You’re convinced (P) [DO there was nothing (PN) important [PPA] here?”] [Inj] he asked the sheriff (IO)] |
2. Her eye was held (P) {by a bucket} {of sugar} {on a low shelf}. |
3. She had been interrupted (P), and had left things [s] *to be* [V Ellipsed Inf. DO] half done [V Give PA]. |
“Things” is the subject and “done” is a predicate adjective of the ellipsed infinitive *to be.” The entire infinitive phrase is the direct object of “half left.” See Unit 4, Exercise 7.

4. Footsteps were heard (P) {in the room} {above *them*}. |
5. Her eye was caught (P) {by a dish-towel} {in the middle} {of the kitchen table}. |
6. One half {of the table} was wiped (P) clean (PA), | the other *was* half messy (PA). |
“[W]as wiped is a palimpsest pattern with “was wiped” is over written over “was.” See Unit 4, Exercise 5.

7. “Well [Inj], I was surprised (P).” |
8. He was too preoccupied (P) to notice [V Inf Adv. (how?) to “preoccupied”] the change (DO) [Adj. to “change” that came {in her voice}]. |
9. Certainly the kitchen was not “slicked (P) up.” |
10. “Somebody should have been left (P) here yesterday,” [Inj said the county attorney]. |
11. They were so engaged (P) {with the quilt} [Adv. (result) to “so” that they did not hear the footsteps (DO) {on the stairs}]. |
12. {For that matter}, a sheriff’s wife is married (P) {to the law}. |
The Value of Passive Voice
U8, Ex. 3 - “Sheep-Shearing” [AK] Skip?
Sheep are washed (P) and sheared (P) some time [NuA] {in the month} {of June}. | This should be done (P) quite early {in the month}, [Adj. to “month” before the hot days begin]. |
It is fine sport (PN) {for those} [Adv. to “fine”] [Adj. to “those” who look on], but not much fun (PN) {for the sheep} [Adv. to “not”]. |
It is best (PA) {for the sheep} to have [V Inf. Delayed Subject; See U8, Ex. 4] the wool taken (P) off [NAbs DO of “to have”; See Unit 8, Ex. 6]; | otherwise they would suffer {in the summer time}. |
[Adv. (time) to “are driven” When the time comes {for washing [V Ger. OP] the sheep (DO)},] they are driven (P) {to a pond or a little river}. |
Then they are thrown (P) {into the water}, one [App to “they”] {at a time}. | The men [Adj. to “men” who are {in the water}] catch them (DO), and squeeze the wet wool (DO) {with their hands} to get [V Inf. Adv. (purpose) to “squeeze”] the dirt (DO) all {out of it}. |
[Adv. (time) to “are taken” When the wool is thoroughly dried (P)], the sheep are taken (P) {to the shearer}; | and he cuts off the wool (DO) {with a large pair} {of shears}. |
It is then dyed (P), spun (P), and woven (P) {into cloth}. |
{In a short time}, [Adv. (time) to “grows” before the cold winter comes,] new wool grows out {on the sheep}. | {By the coming [V Ger OP]} {of spring} there is so much, [Adv. (result) to “so” that it must be cut (P) off again]. |
Delayed Subjects

U8, Ex. 4 - From A Tale of Two Cities, by Charles Dickens [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/taleoftwocities00dick_6/mode/2up 
There are often more than one way to rewrite the sentences.
1. It was Stryver’s grand peculiarity (PN) [Del Subj. that he always seemed too big (PA) {for any place, or space}]. |
That he always seemed too big for any place or space.

2. Is it being [V Ger PN] a good wife (PN) to oppose [V Inf. Del Subj.] your husband’s business (DO)? |
Is to oppose your husband’s business being a good wife?

3. Now [Inj], it is {of no use} asking [V Ger Del Subj.] too much (DO) of me. |
Now, asking too much of me is of no use.

4. It was {with the greatest difficulty} [Del. Subj. that the boy gathered bodily force (DO) [V Adj. to “force”] to speak [V Inf. Adj. to “force”]. |
That the boy gathered bodily force to speak was with the gathered difficulty.

5. “It is very hard (PN) to explain [V Inf. Del. Subj.], consistently, the innermost workings (DO) {of this poor man’s mind}.” |
To explain, consistently, the innermost workings of this poor man’s mind. is very hard.

6. “It’s my opinion (PN) [Del. Subj. that indeed she never will hear anything (DO) else {in this world}.” |
That indeed she never will hear anything else in this world is my opinion.

7. “Ha!” [Inj] [Inj. said Miss Pross], “it doesn’t need an interpreter (DO) to explain [V Inf. Del. Subj.] the meaning (DO) {of these creatures}.” |
“Ha!” said Miss Pross, “to explain the meaning of these creatures doesn’t need an interpreter.”

8. It was not merely desirable (PA) to avoid [V Inf. Del. Subj.] overloading [V Ger. DO] the coach (DO), | but it was {of the highest importance} [Del. Subj. that the time occupied [V Give. to “time”] {in examining [V Ger OP] it (DO) and its passengers (DO), should be reduced (P) {to the utmost}. |
To avoid overloading the coach was not merely desirable, but that the time occupied in examining it and its passengers should be reduced to the utmost.

9. It would have been hard (PA) to say [V Inf. Del. Subj.] [DO which was which (PN)]. |
To say which was which would have been hard.

Noun Absolutes That Function as Adverbs

U8, Ex. 5 - From Treasure Island [AK] Skip?

https://archive.org/details/treasureisland00stev/page/n13/mode/2up
1. 
He wandered a little [NuA] longer, his voice growing weaker (PA).

2.
SQUIRE TRELAWNEY, Dr. Livesey, and the rest {of these gentlemen} having asked me [S] to write [V Inf. DO] down the whole particulars (DO) {about Treasure Island}, {from the beginning} {to the end}, keeping [V Ger NuA to “write]  nothing (DO) back {but the bearings} {of the island}, and that [Prn to “bearings”] only [Adv. (cause) to “keeping” because there is still treasure (PN) not yet lifted [V Give to “treasure”,] I take up my pen (DO) {in the year} {of grace 17___} , and go back {to the time} [Adj. to “time” when my father kept the “Admiral Benbow” inn (DO),] and [Adj. to “time” *when* the brown old seaman, {with the sabre cut}, first took up his lodging (DO) {under our roof}]. |
“treasure lifted” is an absolute functioning as a predicate noun.

3. 
I was scarcely {in position} [Adv. (time) to “scarcely” ere my enemies began to arrive [V Inf. DO], seven [App to “enemies”] or eight [App to “enemies”] {of them}, running [V Ger. NuA] hard, their feet beating {out of time} {along the road} and the man {with the lantern} *being* some paces [NuA] {in front}. |
4. 
It was one January morning (PN), very early—a pinching, frosty morning [App to “morning”]—the cove *being* all grey (PA) {with hoar-frost}, the ripple lapping softly {on the stones}, the * sun *being* still low (PA) and only touching the hilltops (DO) and shining far {to seaward}. 
A Note about Noun Absolutes That Function as Nouns

Around 2000, NCTE invited me to submit a book about KISS. One reviewer angrily stated that I’m totally wrong about Noun Absolutes. He? claimed that noun absolutes are sentence modifiers. Others questioned noun absolute as adverbs. (I’ve found them explained as adverbs in a few textbooks.) The following sentence is from Black Beauty:

“I don’t like to see them held up.”

What is the meaningful direct object of “to see”? Is it 1. “to see them,” or 2. “to see them held up.”? When I have asked non-grammarians a similar question, so far, all have chosen #2. If you want more about this, go to: http://www.kissgrammar.org/kiss/wb/G11/IM_NounAbs_TN.htm 

U8, Ex 6 - From “A Letter from Birmingham Jail” [AK] Skip?

See the “Suggestions for Additional Assignments” below.

But [Adv. to “will understand” when you have seen vicious mobs [S] lynch [V Inf. DO] [#1] your mothers (DO) and fathers (DO){at will} and drown [V Inf. DO] your sisters (DO) and brothers (DO) [#1] {at whim}]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you have seen hate-filled policemen [S] curse [V Inf. DO] [#1], kick [V Inf. DO] , and even kill [V Inf. DO] your black brothers (DO) and sisters (DO) ]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you see the vast majority (DO) {of your twenty million Negro brothers} smothering [NAbs. OP or Give to “brothers”] [#2] {in an airtight cage} {of poverty} {in the midst} {of an affluent society}]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you suddenly find your tongue twisted [NAbs DO] [#2] and your speech stammering [NAbs DO]  [Adv. to “find” or to “twisted” and “stammering” as you seek to explain [V Inf. DO] {to your six-year-old daughter} (IO) [DO of “to explain” why she can’t go {to the public amusement park} [Adj. to “park” that has just been advertised (P) {on the television}]]] and [Joins “see” with “find”] see tears welling [NAbs. DO] up {in her eyes} [Adv. to “welling” when she is told (P) [RDO of “is told” that Funtown is closed (P) {to colored children},]] and [Joins next “see” with the previous “see” and “find”] see ominous clouds {of inferiority} beginning [NAbs. DO] to form [V Inf. DO] {in her little mental sky}, and [Joins another “see” to the previous] see her beginning [NAbs. DO] to distort [V Inf. DO]  her personality (DO) {by developing [V Ger OP] an unconscious bitterness (DO)} {toward white people}]]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you have to concoct an answer (DO) {for a five-year-old son} (IO) [Adj. to “son” who is asking, [DO of “is asking” “Daddy [DirA], why do white people treat colored people (DO) so mean?”]]]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you take a cross-country drive (DO) and find it [S] *to be* [Ellipsed Inf. DO of “find”] necessary (PA) to sleep [Delayed Subject to “it” #5] night [NuA] {after night} {in the uncomfortable corners} {of your automobile} [Adv. to “necessary” because no motel will accept you (DO)]]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you are humiliated (P) day [NuA] in and day [NuA] out {by nagging signs} reading “white” (DO) and “colored” (DO) ]; [Adv. to “will understand” when your first name becomes “nigger,” (PN) ] [Adv. to “will understand” when your middle name becomes “boy” (PN) [Inj. (however old (PA) you are )] and [Adv. to “will understand” when your last name becomes “John,” (PN) and [Adv. to “will understand” when your wife and mother are never given (P) the respected title (RDO) “Mrs.” [App] ]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you are harried (P) {by day} and haunted (P) {by night} {by the fact} [Adj. to “fact” that you are a Negro (PN), living [V Give to “Negro” #7] constantly {at tiptoe stance}, never quite knowing [V Give to “Negro” #7] what (DO) to expect [V Inf. Adj. to “what”]  next], and [#8] are plagued (P) {with inner fears and outer resentments}]; [Adv. to “will understand” when you are forever fighting a degenerating sense (DO) {of “nobodiness”}] -- then you will understand [DO why we find it [S] *to be* [Ellipsed Inf. DO] difficult (PA) to wait [Inf. Del Subject #9] ]. | 
Notes

1. Some students will wonder why “mobs lynch” is not a subject and finite verb here. To explain, show them that, if we substitute a pronoun here, it would probably be an “object,” not a “subject” pronoun—When you have seen them lynch, not When you have seen they lynch. Note that the tense (have seen) and the meaning are also relevant here. We could analyze this sentence (and the next one about policemen) as constituted with subordinate clauses—When you have seen that they lynch . . . .” But doesn’t the infinitive construction imply that they literally saw this, whereas the clause construction implies that they have seen evidence of it, but not necessarily seen it first hand? Thus “mobs” is the subject of the infinitive “lynch,” and “mothers” and “fathers” are direct objects of that infinitive. The infinitive “drown” has the same subject, but its direct objects are “brothers” and “sisters.” The infinitive constructions function as direct objects of “have seen.”

Comment
A 311-word main clause, and what a beautiful main clause it is. Rev. King was, of course, trained as a public speaker, and I have to wonder if the parallel construction may be more characteristic of formal oral discourse. When spoken, sentences with parallel constructions allow for rhythmic pauses while simultaneously giving the audience meaningful semantic units and raising their expectations for what follows. In this sentence Rev. King precedes a very short main clause pattern with thirteen adverbial clauses, each beginning with “when.” In order to handle a clause like this, the normal rules of punctuation are simply inadequate. Thus King uses semicolons, for example to separate some of thirteen adverbial “when” clauses. 

The repetition of the subordinate conjunction keeps the sentence clear and understandable, even though it is extremely long and irritating to read. The irritation results from the length—most sentences are shorter, and we unconsciously expect the period that closes one sentence before we begin another. King thus uses his sentence structure to evoke frustration in the reader, thereby subtly suggesting the frustration that made him no longer want to wait. But if the reader is frustrated by the length of the sentence, how much more so must King and his colleagues have been—they had to endure the insults listed in the sentence!

Yet the very structure of this sentence indicates that King—and by association his fellow Blacks—has controlled his frustration, has brought it into order. This is, after all, the kind of sentence that Walker Gibson was talking about in Tough, Sweet and Stuffy. The thirteen left-branching, parallel subordinate clauses, each of which details a reason for Black impatience, are clearly ordered in the writer’s mind. He knows that each of them not just depends on, but also leads toward that final “then you will understand.” King’s syntax thus has a double “semantic” effect: it evokes frustration in the reader to parallel the frustration of the Blacks, and it reflects the calm control of King.

U8, Ex. 7 -From “Endicott and the Red Cross” [AK] Skip?

In The complete writings of Nathaniel Hawthorne, Vol 2

https://archive.org/details/complwritingsnat02hawtrich/page/n13/mode/2up
Additional Instruction: Note the use of parallel subordinate clauses, and write a sentence with at least four parallel adverbial clauses. 

But think ye, Christian men [App], [DO that these abominations may be suffered (P) {without a sword (OP) drawn [V Give to “sword”]}? {without a shot (OP) fired [V Give to “shot”] } ? {without blood (OP) spilt [V Give to “blood”] }, yea, {on the very stairs} {of the pulpit}?] | No,— be ye strong (PA) {of hand} and stout (PA) {of heart}! | Here we stand {on our own soil}, [Adj. to “soil” which (DO) we have bought {with our goods}], [Adj. to “soil” which (DO) we have won {with our swords}], [Adj. to “soil” which (DO) we have cleared {with our axes}], [Adj. to “soil” which (DO) we have tilled {with the sweat} {of our brows}], [Adj. to “soil” which (DO) we have sanctified {with our prayers} {to the God} [Adj. to “God” that brought us (DO) hither]]! | Who shall enslave us (DO) here? | What (DO) have we to do {with this mitred prelate},— {with this crowned king}? | What (DO) have we to do {with England}?” |
Suggestion for Additional Assignment for U8, Ex. 7
After discussing the analysis, you might want to do the following; Have the students write a sentence of their own in which they use three or more parallel subordinate clauses.

Unit 9 - Analyzing My Own Writing (Skip?)
(Suggestions For Teachers)

This project is a revision of the last grammar project that I gave my college students in a one semester writing course. The students apparently appreciated it, so you might want to try it. A few students told me that they wished that they were taught this in high school.

The following graphs are from “Statistical Studies of Natural Syntactic Development: An On-going KISS Project.” http://www.kissgrammar.org/NatSynDev/Introduction.doc. Previous statistical studies resulted in a push to make some students write longer main clauses. The trouble with that is that students who write long main clauses can easily write still longer ones. To my knowledge the results were never shared with students. The KISS objective is to let students see how their writing compares with that of their peers. I suggested that students should aim to be somewhere close to the average. If they are way below, their writing may seem immature and you might suggest some sentence combining exercises. If they at the high level, some readers will trouble understanding them—the readers will have difficulty processing the sentences. See the KISS “Psycholinguistic Model of How the Human Brain Processes Language” http://www.kissgrammar.org/kiss/wb/IM/PLModel/Int000.htm Therefore, if their main clauses are long, they might want to do some de-combining exercises.

[image: image4.emf]

I want to thank the state Departments of Education that gave me permission to use their writing assessments for the statistical studies. In the graphs, the “High” group consists of the state evaluations of papers as above average; the “Low” group is from papers that were rated as below average. The “all” group also includes papers that were rated “average.” 

The “CF” group consists of papers written by my college Freshmen; the “Mor” group statistics are from Modern Essays: Selected by Christopher Morley.

The first question for these projects is how many words each student should analyze. If I remember correctly most other studies aimed for 250 words, so I aimed for that. (For some papers I used more than 250, and some papers had only 35 words) Thus you might want to have students analyze the first 150 words (if they wrote that many). Students who wrote more than 150 words should also count the words until they come to the end of a sentence. That number should make the project take less time.

Note that the numbers of words for the “Low” groups from third graders to eleventh differ significantly. Having primarily taught freshman writing courses for forty years, I strongly suggest that the disparity continues in college. The multi-year series (begun) includes a few combining and de-combing exercises that should improve the length of the writing of the students in the low groups. I intend to put more in the companion Readers for Writing series. For now, I suggest having students revise what they wrote by adding descriptive adjectives, adverbs, prepositional phrases, and even subordinate clauses. I know that many teachers tell students to add more “details,” but even many college students do not know what “details” means. If they are using KISS, they will know what “adjectives,” “adverbs,” and “prepositional phrases” are.

You may want to browse the data behind the KISS graphs. You can get them at: http://kissgrammar.org/NatSynDev/D_Basic%20Data.xls 

The second question is the format of the text that the students will analyze. If they used a word processor, the analysis is easier if they make a copy of what they will analyze double spaced with a 14 point type. If they don’t use a computer, they will have to make a hand-written copy in ink with fairly large letters, skipping lines.
Third is the procedure. The directions for what the students are to do are in the students’ book. I gave the assignment for homework. For the next class they were to bring the analysis of their sample, including the statistics. In that class students worked in groups of three to check each others’ analysis and statistics. I walked around and answered questions. I collected their revised versions in the next class, a class that was devoted to something else. 

Before the next class I used a spreadsheet to collate the data. I didn’t check their analysis or data. [image: image5.emf]Average Words per Main Clause
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In the spreadsheet the identity of students is in column “A.” I used their names because none of them ever see the spreadsheet. Instead you may want to number their homework and use those numbers. I wanted that connection so I could check that the data in the spreadsheet matches that on the students’ papers.

The data topics are across the top row. It is easy to put the data in the spreadsheet. All you have to do is to copy the information from the students’ table into the three white columns. The spreadsheet automatically calculates the numbers for the yellow columns, and the third row calculates all the averages. I put this template as an xls spreadsheet in case you want to try it. That template has 31 rows for students. You can get it at http://www.kissgrammar.org/Short/Students Template.xls. If you are not familiar with spreadsheets, I’m sure that someone will be glad to show how to get the average and even make simple bar graphs. 

In the multi-year series, students in fourth grade could do an annual statistical study and compare it with the results of previous studies.

An Overview of Relevant Statistics
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The following graphs are from the KISS studies. They suggest norms for the constructions students will be analyzing for this project. You may want to show them to your students.

T

hThis one is interesting in that the low group has the highest numbers.
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My guess is that as students who are better writers begin to reduce subordinate clauses into appositives, post-positioned adjectives, and verbals.

I’ll be interested in comments about this project. evavra@kissgrammar.org 

